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gin the arduous task of rooting out illic-
it activity. 

The mutual evaluation process, which 
involves inviting ESAAMLG’s 18-mem-
ber states to closely examine South Su-
dan’s efforts in rooting out illicit finance, 
would provide the country with a de-
tailed roadmap of how to strengthen 
its systems to effectively protect against 
corruption and illicit actors. 

The member states of ESAAMLG have 
strong incentives to support South Su-
dan’s membership — Kenya, in particu-
lar. A significant amount of corrupt pro-
ceeds from South Sudanese elites flow 
into Kenya, and, maintaining the integ-
rity of Kenya’s financial system is critical 
for that regional economic powerhouse 
to attract the foreign investment. 

Kenya retains considerable clout in 
South Sudan, and it should use its influ-
ence to encourage South Sudanese lead-
ers to join efforts to undercut the flow of 
laundered money from South Sudan to 
its neighbours. 

Kenya should extend its domestic an-
ti-corruption efforts to cover South Su-
dan activities, as well, particularly be-
cause so many Kenyan banks operate 
in South Sudan and some may be facili-
tating the corruption, knowingly or not. 
Bringing the South Sudan banking sec-
tor up to Financial Action Task Force 
standards would allow Kenyan banks to 
operate in a lower risk environment. 

Joining ESAAMLG alone will not re-
solve all of South Sudan’s economic and 
reputational woes. 

But combined with strong local an-
ti-corruption initiatives that strengthen 
institutions and prosecutes corrupt of-
ficials and their international enablers, 
the move will demonstrate to the peo-
ple of South Sudan and the internation-
al community that the government is 
looking ahead from tenuous peace to fu-
ture prosperity.
Brian Adeba is deputy director of Policy 
and Hilary Mossberg is director of Illicit Fi-
nance Policy at The Sentry.

Such a move 
would be devoid 

of meaning unless 
it is supported 
by increasing 
transparency, 
strengthening 

local anti-money 
laundering 
regulations, 

and stemming 
corruption„

The early bird cat-
ches the worm 
they say, but for 
many, they wake 
up early because 

it is not by choice but neces-
sity. One can only wake up so 
early for so long. 

Covid-19 definitely eased 
traffic in Kenya. There are 
two main factors that con-
tribute to the amount of traf-
fic in Nairobi— when it rain-
ing or schools open. 

Population growth leads 
to our cities attracting peo-
ple from rural areas or towns 
looking for a better living. 
Thus we should expect more 
vehicles on roads in future. 

During the early days of 
coronavirus, we enjoyed less 
traffic than usual. Traffic is 
beginning to pick up but not 
to the levels that we were 
used to last year. 

This year has been differ-
ent for motorists. Before Cov-
id-19, those living in Nairo-
bi’s suburb’s but working in 

Time is money in 
the city! Nairobians  
need an efficient 
transport system 

the Central Business District, 
would leave their homes by 
5am to ensure that they are 
in the city in 30 minutes or 
less. 

After 6am one can be in 
traffic for an hour or two. Im-
agine wasting two hours to 
get to work in the morning, 
then another two hours in 
the evening. 

Four hours a day,  20 hours 
in a week of five days is 
enough time to write an en-
tire autobiography , specifi-
cally those thick bound ones 
that are too heavy to be held 
with one hand.

As densely populated Nai-
robi is, it is shocking that we 
do not have a proper trans-
port system or that we are 
still waiting for the Bus Rap-
id Transit (BRT) system, 
when neighbouring coun-
tries have much more organ-
ised transport. But why don’t 
Nairobian’s seem to think 
that they deserve more for 
their taxes and that their 
time is valuable.  Remember 
time is money.

Matatus are often driven 
recklessly, and many are ja-
lopies that shouldn’t be on 
our road’s in the first place.

As a people we have been 
scarred by the number of 
corruption deals in the coun-
try that when people talk 
about the BRT they simply 
refer to it as a scandal in the 
making, expecting millions 
of shillings to be lost in the 
project, especially knowing 
that it is a project that is to 
cost more that $15 million.

Two years on, and the on-
ly sign we see of BRT  buses 
about to arrive is a red line 
painted on the Thika super 
highway, which makes abso-
lutely no sense since it is in 
the inner most lane, and no 
stages have been set for peo-
ple to enter the bus or alight.

 Sometimes the Nairobi 
commuter train does not run 
on schedule, meaning there’s 
no incentive to use it.

And due to that, Nairobians 
will continue to endure traf-
fic snarl-ups in their vehicles 
until transport systems are 
more reliable.
Nerima Wako-Ojiwa, executive 
director at Siasa Place    @Ner-
imaW

The peace process in South 
Sudan has kept most of the 
guns silent between the 
two main protagonists over 
the past year, but core go-

vernance reforms that could help the 
country’s battered economy and build 
confidence among its population have 
seen little progress. 

For example, joining the Eastern and 
Southern African Anti-Money Launder-
ing Group (ESAAMLG), an inter-govern-
mental body that promotes processes to 
counter money laundering, terrorist fi-
nancing, and other threats that under-
mine the integrity of the international 
financial system, will signal to investors 
and international donors that South Su-
dan is willing to take the difficult but 
necessary first steps to create a condu-
cive environment for business by root-
ing out corruption.

However, such a move would be devoid 
of meaning unless it is supported by in-
creasing transparency, strengthening lo-
cal anti-money laundering regulations, 
and stemming corruption. 

To realise the full benefits of the peace 
and improve the economic conditions 
of the population, South Sudan’s lead-
ers should muster the political will re-
quired to chart a new course by correct-
ing past mistakes to unravel kleptocrat-
ic networks in the country. Lax anti-cor-
ruption laws and lack of enforcement 
have enabled South Sudan’s politicians 
to milk government coffers dry. 

Additionally, weak anti-money laun-
dering laws create room for illicit activ-
ity such as terrorist financing, human 
and drug trafficking, and organized 
crime to thrive. 

Becoming a member of ESAAMLG 
would offer South Sudan a chance to be-
gin the process of regaining credibility 
in the eyes of its citizens and the inter-
national community. Applying for ob-
server status, the first step in joining, 
would demonstrate to the world that 
the government may be willing to be-

As guns fall silent in Juba, leaders 
must pull the trigger on dirty cash 

LAST WORD

An Indian fake doctor had worked for 16 private 
hospitals for four years before he was 
caught. In reality, “Doctor” Veeragandham 
Teja, 23, had dropped out in class 5. Teja, 
who had forged all certificates including 
a medical one, was finally caught when 
his second wife filed mental and physical 
harassment against him, 
which made the po-
lice investigate his 
background. Were 
it not of his wife, Teja 
would still be practicing 
medicine.

Class 5 dropout worked           
as a doctor in 16 hospitals

Borrowing from most 
African leaders, US 
President Donald 
Trump says he will 
change the constitution 
to contest for a third 
term because his first 
for years was wasted 
by constant criticisms 
by his opponents. This 
has been unheard of 

in America for the last 
69 years since the 22nd 
Amendment of 1951 
limited the president 
to two terms in office. 
He claims he deserves 
a third term because of 
the way his opponents 
have treated him. Most 
observers have dis-
missed it as a joke.

Trump 
wants an 
illegal third 
term!

As a people we 
have been scarred 
by the number of 
corruption deals 
in the country that 
when people talk 
about the BRT 
they simply refer 
to it as a scandal 
in the making„


