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The Forever Associates Zimbabwe (FAZ) trust, set up to help 
ZANU-PF win the 2023 elections, was established by associates 
and family members of Asher Walter Tapfumaneyi, the deputy 
director general of the Central Intelligence Organization (CIO). 

FAZ’s activities—including a large get-out-the-vote operation—may 
have helped the ruling party win the election. Observers, including 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) poll monitors, 
reported FAZ’s presence at thousands of polling stations, where 
its reported links to ZANU-PF and the security services may have 
intimidated rural voters.1, 2, 3 

Both Tapfumaneyi and FAZ deny that the CIO controls the  
trust.4, 5 However, the trust deeds for FAZ help confirm Zimbabwean 
media reports about the spy chief’s relationship to the entity. One 
trustee is a family friend who shared an address with a member of 
Tapfumaneyi’s family.6 A second trustee is someone who has the 
same uncommon name as an official aide to one of the two deputy 
directors general of the CIO—the position held by Tapfumaneyi—
raising the question as to whether they are the same person.7, 8, 9, 10, 11 

Tapfumaneyi’s son is named as a FAZ founder on its website, while 
Tafumaneyi’s wife also reportedly headed a local FAZ branch.12, 13
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Trustees of FAZ and directors and shareholders of 
FAZ’s associated company

Another trustee is Tangisai Tapera, Tapfumaneyi’s second in 
command when he headed the Ministry of State for Presidential 
Affairs (MSPA), a small ministry established during the 2009-2013 
coalition period to support President Mugabe.14, 15 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21

The MSPA was designed to carry out various deals away from prying 
eyes, according to someone in the security sector at the time.22 For 
example, following the diamond fever that swept through eastern 
Zimbabwe in the late 2000s, Tapfumaneyi, Tapera, and lawyer 
Gerald Mlotshwa set up two companies—Moosejaw Enterprises 
and Rosy Red Capital.23, 24, 25, 26 Later, Tapfumaneyi,  Mlotshwa, and 
Tapera set up two other companies as part of an MSPA oil deal with 
Iran: Lionshow Trading in Zimbabwe and Lionshow Resources in 
the United Arab Emirates.27, 28, 29 

Original FAZ Trustees  
(Trust Deed 2010)

Present-Day FAZ Trustees 
(Deed of Change 2022)

Forever Associates Zimbabwe 
Pvt Ltd  
Shareholders and Directors 
(2022)

Kudakwashe Munsaka Kudakwashe Munsaka Kudakwashe Munsaka (20%)

Tangisai Tapera Tangisai Tapera 

Kudzaiishe Mangidza Brenda Nyika Brenda Nyika (60%)

Fungai Jonga Jesca Sheila Saruchera Jesca Sheila Saruchera (20%)

Gillian Shambare Nicksha Chipfakacha

Trinity Ncube Sharon Chiwara

Farai Mutamangira Lawrence Mhlaba

Winifilda Chirango
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When asked about his role with FAZ or at MSPA, Tapera said 
that he wasn’t at liberty to discuss any details.30 Mlotshwa stated 
that he provided legal advice and was not a business partner to 
Tapfumaneyi, and he said that legal privilege prevented him from 
commenting further. 

FAZ acknowledged that the trust was first set up under the auspices 
of MSPA but said that the trust has recently been reinvigorated by 
volunteers keen to campaign for ZANU-PF. Both Tapfumaneyi and 
FAZ reject the suggestion that the CIO helped establish the ZANU-
PF affiliate. FAZ declined to identify its funders, claiming that it is 
financed by “well wishers who prefer not to be named.”31 

One small clue suggesting CIO involvement can be found in 
publicly available information: The main phone number for 
FAZ was once used by one of the CIO’s mid-ranking officers, 
according a review of phone contact apps that store users’ address  
books.32, 33 In addition, the presence of several of Tapfumaneyi’s 
contacts as trustees or founders is indicative of a link, if not between 
the CIO and FAZ, then at least between Tapfumaneyi and FAZ.

More details on the links between the MSPA, FAZ, and Tapfumaneyi 
are available in English on our website: www.thesentry.org.

http://www.thesentry.org
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Although Tapfumaneyi denies any connection to FAZ, several of the trust’s 
founders and trustees have links to the CIO deputy director general. 

Connections Between Asher Walter Tapfumaneyi and FAZ
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