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Executive Summary

Despite military setbacks and the disruption of funding streams linked to the Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL),1 the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
has evolved into a self-reliant, resilient militant group sustained by conflict gold, new recruits, and en-
trenched local support networks. The ADF, also known as the Islamic State Central Africa Province 
(ISCAP) and designated as a foreign terrorist organization by the United States (US) in 2021,2 has op-
erated in eastern DRC since the mid-1990s and remains one of the region’s most lethal armed groups 
today.3, 4 Beyond its ability to finance itself, the group has capitalized on the effects of a Ugandan-Congo-
lese military operation that, despite having counter-ADF objectives, has increasingly been undermined 
by broader Ugandan strategic and economic interests in eastern DRC that have allowed the ADF to 
reorganize. The group’s financial and military resilience ensures that the Congolese people continue to 
pay the price. The ADF was the second deadliest non-state armed group for civilians globally in 20255 
and has been the largest perpetrator of killings in eastern DRC in recent years.6 The group’s attacks 
have included mass killings at churches7 and funerals,8 and survivors have described militants burning 
homes, mutilating bodies, and using systematic rape.9

The Sentry’s investigation indicates that in recent years the ADF’s financing has shifted from a reliance 
on ISIL support toward domestic resource mobilization—specifically, conflict gold that is trafficked to 
Uganda. Previously, integration into ISIL provided the ADF with access to propaganda and financing.10 
However, these channels began to diminish in late 2024 following US sanctions against key facilitators.11 
Since then, conflict gold has provided the majority of the group’s funding, followed by cocoa produc-
tion, racketeering, and kidnapping.12 As noted in the latest United Nations (UN) Analytical Support and 
Sanctions Monitoring Team report,13 the ADF is now largely independent of external ISIL financing, 
having shifted toward domestically generated revenues, which, as The Sentry’s investigation found, are 
embedded in regional illicit gold and trade networks. This shift has reduced the group’s vulnerability to 
disruptions targeting ISIL-linked financial channels while creating new pressure points within the com-
mercial networks that sustain its gold revenues.

The ADF’s conflict gold economy is centered in eastern DRC on the Manguredjipa-Mambasa-Baf-
wasende corridor, spanning northern North Kivu, southern Ituri, and eastern Tshopo provinces.14 The 
Sentry estimates—based on observed revenue shares captured by other armed groups involved in gold 
trafficking in the DRC and comparable conflict settings—that the ADF could generate approximately $1 
million to $1.6 million annually from gold sites in the Manguredjipa area alone.15 This system is sustained 
by coercive collaboration networks involving traders, transporters, and intermediaries across rural and 
urban areas,16 enabling the ADF to maintain mobility, regenerate operational capacity, and—through 
mobile units—embed itself within eastern DRC’s broader conflict economy.17 

Operationally, the ADF functions through dispersed rather than fixed territorial control.18 Abduction re-
mains the backbone of the ADF’s manpower, supplying labor, recruits, and dependents while reinforcing 
control through systematic violence.19 As of February 2026, the group maintained an estimated oper-
ational strength of 600-700 combatants and an estimated 2,000 dependents, understood to be split 
between Manguredjipa (Bapere sector of Lubero territory, North Kivu province) and Mambasa (Mam-
basa territory, Ituri province).20 Offensives by the Armed Forces of the DRC (FARDC) and the Ugandan 
People’s Defence Forces (UPDF) have degraded the ADF’s strongholds and driven fragmentation, but 
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smaller ADF units have continued attacks across forested corridors in North Kivu, Ituri, and increasingly 
Tshopo province.21 These attacks are often strategic, diverting military pressure away from core ADF 
camps and resource zones.22 

The ADF operates alongside multiple regional armed groups, including the Rwanda-backed M23,23 
within intersecting and fragmented areas of control. Notably, the ADF appears to exploit the FARDC’s 
inability to sustain simultaneous pressure on multiple fronts, with the ADF intensifying attacks when 
attention shifts toward the M23.24 This strategy is reinforced by political prioritization in Kinshasa, where 
the M23 is treated as the primary threat, effectively relegating the ADF to a secondary front.25 While The 
Sentry found no conclusive evidence to demonstrate direct operational collaboration between the ADF 
and M23 and its regional supporters, a 2024 UN report identifies attempted engagement,26 permissive 
transit corridors,27 and strategic economic dynamics—particularly linked to Uganda’s military and com-
mercial presence28—that may indirectly reinforce the conditions under which the ADF continues to adapt 
and survive. 

The Sentry’s investigation further indicates that Operation Shujaa, the UPDF’s counter-ADF intervention 
in eastern DRC, increasingly overlaps with the Ugandan government’s economic interests tied to illicit 
gold, regional trade corridors, infrastructure, and resource flows.29 While Operation Shujaa has pushed 
the ADF away from sections of the Ugandan border, the insurgency has adapted by dispersing into more 
remote and resource-rich areas while continuing to conduct large-scale attacks against civilians.30 This 
prolonged insecurity has coincided with the expansion of UPDF deployments beyond the original Oper-
ation Shujaa framework into additional areas of North Kivu and Ituri alongside the growing importance 
of transport corridors linking eastern DRC to regional markets. Gold and other commodities continue to 
move toward buyers, refiners, and export channels across the border through routes such as the Be-
ni-Kasindi axis and trading hubs, including North Kivu’s Butembo city.31 Local civilians The Sentry spoke 
to in eastern DRC frequently echoed the belief that  the ADF is the best excuse for Uganda to exert 
control over the DRC’s resources,32 reflecting widespread perceptions that the continued ADF threat 
sustains the conditions for Uganda’s long-term security, political, and economic presence in strategically 
important parts of eastern DRC.33 

The ADF’s endurance thus stems less from territorial control or stable alliances than from its ability to 
operate as a flexible extremist group embedded in a fragmented conflict ecosystem. As military pres-
sure and sanctions disrupted external support networks, the militia adapted by turning to conflict gold, 
coercive taxation, abduction, and recruitment, making it increasingly self-sufficient and resilient against 
several conventional counterterrorism measures.34 The ADF’s survival is sustained by networks linking 
conflict-affected mining areas to regional trade corridors and Ugandan markets, while military offensives 
have fragmented and dispersed—rather than dismantled—the group’s operational capacity.35 Far from a 
declining insurgency, the ADF has evolved into a more decentralized, adaptable, and financially resilient 
threat—one capable of regenerating under pressure and perpetuating violence across eastern DRC.36 
On the other hand, the scarcity of reported ADF attacks on Ugandan soil since late 2023 suggests that 
the group’s reach and threats to Uganda remain limited.37 This raises important questions about the 
extent to which the threat to Uganda justifies the country’s expanding military presence in eastern DRC.
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Key recommendations

•	 The UN Security Council, United States, United Kingdom, and European Union (EU) should 
investigate conflict gold supply chains that link eastern DRC to Ugandan trading, refining, and 
export networks. Particular attention should be given to identifying traders, intermediaries, re-
finers, exporters, and financial facilitators that knowingly or negligently enable the laundering 
of conflict gold benefiting the ADF. These actors should be considered for designation under 
paragraph 7(g) of UN Security Council Resolution 2293 (2016).38

•	 The government of Uganda should ensure that Ugandan army deployments strictly adhere 
to existing agreements with the DRC and refrain from unilaterally expanding the geographic 
scope of Operation Shujaa. Any modification to the operation’s mandate or areas of deploy-
ment should be jointly agreed upon, publicly clarified, and limited to demonstrable count-
er-ADF objectives. Given the scarcity of ADF attacks on Ugandan soil since late 2023, any 
further expansion of UPDF deployments should be justified by clear evidence of a continuing 
threat to Uganda rather than serve as a pretext for an open-ended Ugandan military presence 
pursuing unrelated political, commercial, or resource interests in eastern DRC.

•	 The government of the DRC should rebalance security priorities to counter the ADF alongside 
the M23. This reprioritization should include dedicated FARDC deployments and coordinated 
operations to sustain pressure on both fronts and prevent exploitation of operational gaps.

•	 Given that military pressure alone has repeatedly displaced rather than dismantled the ADF, 
the UN, the EU, and other international partners should support the government of the DRC 
in developing long-term civilian strategies to reduce the ADF’s local entrenchment and recruit-
ment base. Priority should be given to strengthening communities’ capacity to resolve local 
disputes, which the ADF frequently exploits to gain local acceptance by presenting itself as 
Walinda Amani (“guardians of peace”) before imposing its own coercive rule. Priority should 
also be given to community-based programs that provide economic and social alternatives for 
young people vulnerable to recruitment as combatants or facilitators of ADF supply chains.
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ADF Command Structure, Force Composition, and Ideology*

It was around 1 a.m. on July 27, 2025, and dozens of worshipers in Komanda, Ituri province, had gath-
ered at Saint Anuarite Catholic Church for a night vigil—a tradition meant to bring the community closer 
to God and to each other. Instead, it became a massacre. Armed with guns and machetes, ADF fighters 
stormed the church and killed more than 40 civilians, including women and children, before burning 
nearby homes, abducting survivors, and disappearing into the surrounding forest before security forces 
ever arrived.39 This was not an isolated horror. 

On September 8, 2025, ADF fighters reportedly mingled with residents during a funeral wake in Ntoyo, 
North Kivu, before suddenly attacking mourners. Victims were killed with machetes and firearms, and 
subsequent reporting indicated a death toll of at least 60. Survivor accounts describe screams, mutilated 
bodies, and a profound sense that security forces had abandoned the community.40

The ADF’s violence is not incidental—it is strategic. The group deliberately and systematically targets 
civilians in eastern DRC,41 killing over 1,370 people in 2025 alone.42 This report draws on testimony 
gathered directly from those who have survived. Former ADF hostages interviewed by The Sentry de-
scribed details of their abduction, including witnessing ADF combatants beheading scores of civilians on 
the same day the hostages were abducted.43 Abducted women revealed being systematically subjected 
to rape and gang rape by ADF fighters during their capture and detention in ADF camps.44 

This pattern of extreme violence raises a critical question: how has the ADF sustained its capacity to 
operate at this scale despite years of military operations against it? Following the arrest of its longtime 
leader Jamil Mukulu in April 2015, the group appeared to be in decline, weakened by low morale and 
financial strain.45 However, under the leadership of Musa Baluku, who officially pledged allegiance to 
ISIL in 2019,46 the ADF appeared to have gained access to operational, financial, and propaganda sup-
port from ISIL-linked networks in East Africa, helping revive the extremist group.47, 48 Understanding the 
group’s command structure, force composition, and ideology is key to explaining how it has withstood 
sustained military pressure while continuing to inflict widespread civilian harm through abduction, indoc-
trination, and systematic violence.

Centralized leadership, operational flexibility

The ADF functions as a flexible insurgent system, leveraging mobility, forested terrain, and weak gov-
ernance to sustain operations. ADF leadership is centralized under the alias Musa Baluku, whom the 
UN has identified as Seka Baluku.49 Baluku has overseen the group’s integration into ISIL structures 
since 2015, progressively aligning its operations, financing, and propaganda with transnational jihadist 
networks.50, 51

*Reports by The Sentry are based on interviews, documentary research, and, where relevant, financial forensic analysis. In 
some cases, sources speak to The Sentry on the condition that their names not be revealed out of concern for their safety or 
other potential retaliatory action. The Sentry establishes the authoritativeness and credibility of information derived from those 
interviews through independent sources, such as expert commentary, financial data, original documentation, and press reports. 
Prior to publication, The Sentry endeavors to contact the persons and entities discussed in its reports and afford them an oppor-
tunity to comment and provide further information.
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While the ADF command structure is organized around a central leadership nucleus, it is geographically 
distributed with regional delegations. Baluku is associated with the Madina camp in Mambasa near the 
Ituri River. As the group’s primary command hub, the Madina camp hosts other key figures52 and serves 
as the center for strategic coordination, communications, and external linkages.53

Ahmad Mahmood Hassan (also known as Abwakasi) leads operations along the Lubero-Bapere-Man-
guredjipa axis,54 with headquarters in Lohoa and positions across Batike, Baredje, and Bapukara.55 This 
expansion front overlaps with major gold mining sites,56 indicating a strategy that combines deploying to 
new areas to control natural resources while relieving pressure on core bases in Ituri.57

Seka Baluku group

Abwakasi group

Gold mining sites

Mining sites containing gold 
and/or other minerals

ADF deployment areas as of October 2025 in relation to gold mine locations. Source: IPIS Mapping Data.
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Notably, the ADF’s structure combines combatants (both voluntarily enrolled and coercively enlisted), 
abducted civilians assigned to supporting roles, and dependents. Abwakasi reportedly commands 
around 600 individuals, including roughly 250 combatants since June 2024,58 while the broader orga-
nization is estimated at approximately 600 combatants. The ADF also includes approximately 2,000 
noncombatants—including abducted civilians, family members, and other dependents living under its 
control—reflecting the group’s reliance on captive and controlled populations to sustain its operations.59 
Operationally, the ADF relies on small, decentralized units, normally comprising 20 to 40 fighters, en-
abling mobility and evasion60 and partially explaining why FARDC-UPDF offensives have fragmented 
rather than dismantled the group. The ADF has retreated into forested areas such as Mont Hoyo, Mun-
gamba, and Idohu while maintaining a steady tempo of attacks, particularly against civilians,61 to divert 
pressure from core camps and resource zones.62

The ADF operates across a fluid corridor spanning Beni, Mambasa, and Irumu in eastern DRC, with 
growing activity toward Nia Nia-Bafwasende.63 These are not fixed territories but interconnected oper-
ational spaces where units circulate and regroup. ADF camps are mobile, forest-based, and typically 
located near rivers. While some host hundreds of people or even more,64 they are frequently moved due 
to military pressure. As a result, infrastructure remains minimal—tents, solar panels, generators, and 
basic communications such as phones and radios are standard.65

Recent operations have confirmed the group’s high adaptability. Following losses in 2025, the ADF 
rapidly regrouped, resumed attacks, and reimposed taxation in retreat zones.66 Movements across sub-
groups appear coordinated, including redeployments from Bapere toward Mambasa and the Okapi Re-
serve in early 2026.67 Overall, military setbacks have triggered redistribution rather than degradation. 

A dense network of local collaborators

Field evidence indicates that the ADF’s resilience depends less on formal alliances than on dense, struc-
tured networks of local actors embedded within communities and local economies. Across interviews 
with former hostages, judicial investigators, local civil society, and UN officials, respondents noted the 
ADF consistently relies on civilian-based networks for supplies, transport, and communication, making 
collaboration a core component of its functioning rather than a marginal phenomenon.68

Former hostages and ex-combatants report that ADF camps are regularly resupplied through civilian in-
termediaries, with deliveries coordinated via phones and GPS-designated dropoff points, often involving 
motorbike transporters and local traders.69 These supply chains operate on recurring cycles, sometimes 
every one to three months, indicating a degree of organization and predictability.70 DRC military intel-
ligence and judicial investigators interviewed by The Sentry further confirm structured communication 
networks: in 2025, investigations, which included analyzing mobile phones seized from arrested ADF 
operatives, identified more than 1,000 contacts linked to operational coordination that the group used to 
dispatch instructions and organize supply routes.71

Collaboration within these networks is fundamentally structured around forced labor and coercion, in-
cluding threats of violence, abduction, reprisals, or denial of access to farmland and trade routes, while 
economic incentives and social embeddedness operate as secondary and reinforcing mechanisms.72 
What may appear as civilians’ voluntary engagement typically reflects constrained choices under duress. 
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At the same time, some civilians engage for pragmatic reasons, such as maintaining livelihoods or 
securing market access, although still within an environment shaped by intimidation.73 In some cases, 
collaboration is reinforced through family or financial ties, including mobile money transfers and interme-
diary networks linking rural and urban areas.74

The ADF’s logistical system is closely connected to commercial and urban networks, particularly in 
Butembo, which functions as a key hub for procurement, coordination, and recruitment facilitation. Trad-
ers, small businesses, and transporters based in or connected to Butembo contribute to supply chains, 
sometimes knowingly and sometimes without full awareness of the end users, with documented arrests 
of collaborators linked to these networks.75

This urban embedding is illustrated by several cases. Motorbike transporters operating along routes 
such as the Kamango road collect and deliver supplies, with dropoff points communicated by phone. 
Local authorities are aware of some drivers. In Beni, transporters purchasing goods for ADF networks 
fled after learning they were under investigation. Their employer subsequently reported them to the 
police, exposing organized supply chains linking urban actors to ADF camps.76 In Manguredjipa, a 
woman was arrested after receiving a mobile money transfer from her husband—who was inside an 
ADF camp—to procure goods locally, highlighting how urban-based financial and family networks sus-
tain ADF logistics.77 Judicial investigators interviewed by The Sentry identified several similar cases 
linked to the arrest of Judison Kasereka Katrisa (“Kahu”), a central intermediary between the ADF and 
ISIL financing networks and a key figure in the development of its gold-based financing system, further 
underscoring the role of urban-based financial and logistical networks in sustaining ADF operations.78 
Katrisa was arrested in Bunia and later sentenced for terrorism financing.79

These examples confirm that the ADF’s logistics apparatus extends beyond rural strongholds and is em-
bedded in broader economic circuits that link conflict zones to urban markets, transport networks, and 
downstream markets in Uganda. In particular, goods, funds, and conflict-linked resources are routed 
through hubs such as Butembo and Kasindi via intermediary traders and transport networks to Ugandan 
commercial channels, where weak oversight and traceability sustain these cross-border systems.80

Acceptance through deception

The ADF employs strategies of deception, infiltration, and social positioning to sustain and expand its 
collaboration networks. These include disguises—such as impersonating FARDC soldiers using looted 
uniforms—and broader tactics designed to infiltrate communities and avoid detection.81 Such practices 
align with external reporting highlighting the ADF’s reliance on clandestine methods and informal net-
works.82

A central element is the Walinda Amani (“guardians of peace”) narrative, through which the ADF presents 
itself as a security provider or mediator. Field evidence indicates that the ADF exploits local grievances 
such as land disputes, intercommunity tensions, or protection gaps to gain initial acceptance or toler-
ance. This allows the group to establish footholds in a community before imposing coercive authority.83

In practice, this posture often masks control. Initial nonviolent engagement—sometimes accompanied 
by symbolic gestures—frequently transitions into forced collaboration, taxation, and ideological imposi-
tion.84 Deception thus extends beyond battlefield tactics to social and political positioning.85
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Overall, the ADF’s use of deception constitutes a broader strategy of social penetration, embedding 
the group within local conflict environments and converting initial acceptance into systems of control, 
extraction, and indoctrination.

Rigid ideology

Underpinning many of these strategies and structures is the ADF’s ideological system, which former 
ADF abductees interviewed by The Sentry described as built around forced belief, absolute domina-
tion of abducted civilians, and strict regulation of daily life. Former hostages consistently described an 
environment in which virtually every aspect of life was governed by the group through a combination 
of religious coercion, violence, and fear, leaving captives little room for personal autonomy—let alone 
resistance.

Multiple testimonies described systematic forced conversion to Islam, with abductees compelled to 
adopt religious practices immediately upon arrival in ADF camps or face punishment for noncompli-
ance.86 Religion functioned less as an expression of faith than as a mechanism for enforcing obedience 
and reinforcing the group’s hierarchical structure. This system was sustained through rigid rules gov-
erning daily behavior—including mandatory prayers, strict dress codes, and movement restrictions for 
some dependents—and requiring unquestioning submission to male authority, with violations commonly 
punished through whipping or other forms of violence.87

This same logic of control extends beyond religious observance to the institutional regulation of family 
life. Forced marriages are embedded within the ADF’s hierarchy, with women assigned to fighters—in 
some cases after being subjected to medical examinations intended to determine their capacity to bear 
children. Children are simultaneously indoctrinated into the group’s religious framework and exposed to 
extreme violence from an early age, a practice that reflects the ADF’s efforts to ensure both ideological 
continuity and organizational resilience.88 Taken together, these practices—forced conversion, rigid be-
havioral control, and the institutionalization of reproduction—reflect the ADF’s ideological and operation-
al links to ISIL,89 even as the group continues to favor mobility, coercive control, and episodic violence 
over the durable territorial administration ISIL-affiliated groups have pursued elsewhere.90
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Evolution of ADF Financing: From External Support to Domestic 
Resource Mobilization

Despite its ties to transnational jihadist networks, the ADF’s financing has progressively shifted from 
external support to a predominantly localized and resource-driven system. Earlier links to ISIL networks 
in East Africa and Somalia supported the group’s funding, recruitment, and expertise transfer.91 For 
years, this support—supplemented by racketeering, coercive taxation, and predatory exploitation of 
populations under its control—allowed the group to operate without developing large-scale domestic 
resource extraction systems.92 However, the arrest and sanctioning of key actors who facilitated ISIL 
fund transfers disrupted this model, prompting a shift toward local resource mobilization.93

The July 2025 arrest of ADF collaborator Judison Katrisa marked a turning point. Katrisa had managed 
structured smuggling and communication systems, including the use of Starlink technology, and he was 
arrested with Starlink systems smuggled from Uganda.94 The introduction of portable satellite broad-
band likely provided a significant operational advantage for remote ADF camps by enabling reliable, 
high-bandwidth communications in areas with little or no cellular coverage.95 Compared with traditional 
satellite telephones, Starlink terminals offer substantially lower operating costs while supporting voice, 
messaging, video, and large-volume data transfers that facilitate command and control, logistical co-
ordination, propaganda dissemination, and communication with external facilitators.96 Since late 2024, 
reports warned that Starlink systems’ portability and independence from terrestrial telecommunications 
infrastructure also make them well suited for mobile insurgent groups operating in remote areas.97

Indeed, the ADF’s use of smuggled Starlink technology has aided the group’s communications and op-
erations. Interview evidence indicates that Katrisa was responsible for coordinating these communica-
tions alongside established smuggling routes,98 illustrating how commercially available technologies can 
enhance the operational resilience of armed groups despite sustained military pressure. The reported 
use of stolen Starlink terminals is consistent with wider regional concerns over the illicit cross-border 
movement of the technology. Prior to licensing Starlink services in Uganda in 2026, Ugandan authorities 
reported that terminals were being illegally imported and activated through neighboring countries before 
requesting that the company block unauthorized users.99 This demonstrates that informal regional net-
works could acquire and operate Starlink equipment outside official distribution channels, making such 
technology accessible to armed groups operating in remote areas. 

As external financing channels have come under increasing pressure, the ADF has relied more heav-
ily on the domestic revenue streams that Katrisa had helped establish.100 Gold is now the core of the 
ADF’s financing, particularly along the Manguredjipa-Mambasa-Bafwasende corridor.101 The ADF’s in-
volvement in the gold economy ranges from direct control of mining areas to taxation and regulation 
of access to extraction sites. Since mid-2024, ADF operations have increasingly concentrated around 
mining zones, trade hubs, and transport routes, directly linking violence to resource control.102 Attacks on 
mining infrastructure and key roads both generate revenue and create economic vacuums.103 Operation 
Shujaa’s limited pursuit of the ADF into dense forest areas, where several mining sites are located,104 
has enabled the group to consolidate influence over lucrative resource zones, while repeated attacks 
on trading centers serve as warnings to gold dealers to bend to the ADF’s requests or face reprisals.105 
Civilians mine gold under coercive conditions while traders and intermediaries integrate production into 
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regional commercial networks.106 The group continues to expand toward new mining zones, as reflected 
in attacks around Muchacha and Mavuvu in March 2026.107

Key sites in Bapere—including Botambisi, Lata Bien, Mapendano, Bududyia, Mabuo, and Isange—
remain central (see Annex 3). At Botambisi, the number of diggers reportedly dropped from around 
3,000 to 350 following the ADF’s arrival between October 2025 and January 2026. Nevertheless, pro-
duction remains significant, with estimates of five kilograms (kg) of gold mined per week.108 

As of January 22, 2026, reported gold prices along the supply chain were as follows:109

•	 Manguredjipa négociants purchase price: ~$123/gram

•	 Sale price from Manguredjipa traders to Butembo buying houses: ~$131/gram

•	 Sale price from Butembo buying houses to Ugandan refiners: ~$138/gram

•	 Sale price from Ugandan refiners to Dubai-based operators: ~$147-150/gram

•	 International market price: ~$155/gram

This structure demonstrates progressive value capture at each stage of the supply chain, from extraction 
zones in eastern DRC through regional trading hubs and Ugandan refining networks to international 
export markets. Overall, sites under the ADF’s influence in Manguredjipa produce an estimated 800 kg 
of gold per year, worth approximately $98 million at market prices. Traders and intermediaries involved 
in this trade are estimated to capture about $6.8 million in annual profits, a portion of which—along with 
other taxes and fees imposed throughout the supply chain—could generate between $1 million and $1.6 
million annually for the ADF.110 

Gold mining and trading sites are also the focus of violent competition between armed groups, as illus-
trated by clashes with NDC-Rénové (NDC-R) at Lukayayo in September 2025.111 The ADF and other 
armed groups loosely affiliated with the Wazalendo coalition control some of the most productive mines 
in Bapere, generating substantial output.112 More broadly, mining zones are characterized by coercive 
taxation, forced labor, and restricted access, reflecting their central role in armed group financing.113 

Either knowingly or through inadequate due diligence, intermediaries and traders source gold from 
areas under ADF influence and route it via Butembo to gold dealers and refiners in Uganda.114 Field 
evidence indicates that at least 30 of the 54 gold buyers still operating in Manguredjipa as of March 
2026 knowingly purchased gold from sites controlled by the ADF and other armed groups, operating on 
margins of $6-8 before reselling to officially approved gold purchasing counters in Butembo.115, 116 These 
counters then sell the gold to Uganda-based gold refineries.117 The same sources note that the remain-
ing buyers also do not differentiate between conflict and non-conflict gold, instead smuggling it directly to 
Uganda to their own buyers, where gold traceability mechanisms are weak and easily circumvented.118

Alongside gold revenues, the ADF has expanded coercive taxation and predatory extraction systems. 
In areas such as Mugamba and the rest of Walese Vonkutu chiefdom, located in Irumu territory (Ituri 
province), the group imposes jeton (“token”) fees for access to land, trade, or livelihoods.119 Since March 
2025, it has implemented a structured taxation system requiring civilians to pay for access to cocoa 
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fields, fishing areas, and other economic activities. Reported fees include $10 for individual registration 
(covering farmers, hunters, fishermen, and other livelihoods), $25 per hectare for field access, $10 per 
canoe, and up to $130 for chainsaw operators.120 Refusal to pay exposes civilians to retaliation.121 This 
model is complemented by systematic looting, forced labor, and the exploitation of rural populations 
rather than any attempt at formal governance.122

After coercive taxation and predatory extraction systems, cocoa constitutes the ADF’s third largest rev-
enue source. Since 2024, the group has increasingly exploited the sector through looting and coercive 
control while remaining largely absent from direct cocoa production or trade.123 Following Operation 
Shujaa’s pushback of the ADF from its former strongholds around Beni, the group’s area of activity 
shifted during 2025 toward the RN4 axis between Komanda and Mambasa, where attacks frequently 
coincided with cocoa harvest periods and aimed to seize production while restricting civilian access to 
fields.124 Additional field reporting suggests that the ADF has reinforced its presence in cocoa-producing 
areas through local armed networks, including possible renewed linkages with the Banya Bwisha and 
Chini ya Tuna groups in Irumu territory.125 Kidnapping for ransom provides a further—though compara-
tively limited—source of income, with reported payments typically ranging between $500 and $800.126

This financing system depends on the ADF’s deep integration into civilian, commercial, and cross-bor-
der trading networks linking rural mining areas to urban hubs and Ugandan markets. Through coercion, 
intimidation, and embedded intermediary systems, the group is able to move goods, funds, and logis-
tical support across areas characterized by weak oversight and limited traceability.127 Communication 
technologies, including mobile phones and GPS coordination, further enhance operational connectivity 
and resilience.128 Together, these networks enable the ADF to regenerate capabilities and sustain influ-
ence across a fragmented conflict environment.129

While external support networks have not disappeared entirely, they appear to play an increasingly 
secondary role. The ADF continues to maintain links across East Africa, but these sources now operate 
alongside—and are increasingly overshadowed by—locally generated revenues.130 The latest UN Moni-
toring Team report assessed the group as largely self-sufficient and receiving limited outside financing.131

(Left) ADF jeton 
from Mabuo/
Botambisi (Right) 
ADF jeton from 
Mambasa. Photos: 
The Sentry.
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ADF Relations with Other Armed Groups

Rather than structured around stable alliances, the ADF’s relationships with other armed groups are 
fluid, situational, and contested. Cooperation is shaped by a combination of ideological, political, eco-
nomic, and local security considerations. The ADF’s transnational jihadist orientation and alignment with 
ISIL set it apart from most other armed groups in eastern DRC, which primarily mobilize around com-
munity representation and local grievances.132 This ideological distinctiveness—particularly the ADF’s 
objective of establishing a “caliphate” in a predominantly Christian region—limits the prospects for du-
rable alliances. Nevertheless, economic interests, shared enemies, commercial networks, and localized 
tactical considerations may encourage episodic cooperation, coexistence, or accommodation. Multiple 
sources cautioned against overstating formal ties.133

These relationships vary significantly by locality and operational context, ranging from coexistence and 
transactional accommodation to competition and occasional tactical overlap. The ADF interfaces with 
zones controlled by M23 as well as the Congolese armed group CRP/Zaïre, elements linked to the 
Wazalendo coalition of armed groups like the Union des patriotes pour la libération du Congo (UPLC) 
and Mai Mai factions, and Coopérative pour le Développement du Congo (CODECO).134 The UN Group 
of Experts has also documented CODECO’s involvement in gold trafficking to Uganda.135

Box 1: The ADF-M23 Relationship: No Formal Alliance, but Persistent Indicators 
of Attempted Engagement, Permissive Transit, and Strategic Overlap

Circumstantial evidence, alongside reporting from field researchers, judicial 
authorities, and civil society sources, suggests attempted engagement, 
permissive transit, and indirect interaction between the ADF and M23. At the 
time of writing, however, The Sentry found no evidence of a formal operational 
alliance or direct command and control collaboration linking the two groups.136

As M23 advanced into Lubero in 2024, networks linked to both groups reportedly 
interacted, including in Kampala, according to the UN Group of Experts on the 
DRC.137 M23 allegedly sought nonaggression arrangements and safe passage 
with the ADF, though these overtures were reportedly rejected by ADF 
leadership, suggesting exploratory outreach rather than formal partnership.138 
Notwithstanding, despite the ADF’s area of operations sharing a long “border” 
with the M23 in Beni and Lubero, there have been no reported attacks between 
the two groups. The May 2026 arrest by the FARDC’s Sukola 1 operation of five 
alleged ADF collaborators linked to Abwakasi in Bapere alongside alleged M23 
collaborators showcases the overlapping operational environment in Beni and 
Lubero.139 Importantly, Sukola 1 spokesperson Lieutenant Marc Elongo did not 
present the arrests as evidence of direct collaboration between the ADF and 
M23 but rather as the dismantling of two distinct networks operating within the 
same broader conflict environment.140
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Field and judicial investigations further document cases in which ADF-linked 
supply chains and military materiel transited through, or originated from, 
areas under M23 influence. These include the September 2025 arrest of an 
ADF collaborator linked to Abwakasi while collecting explosives from Goma, 
additional cases involving military fatigues trafficked from Goma into Beni,141 
and military intelligence reports of explosives intercepted in Butembo after 
transit from Goma.142 While these incidents do not establish direct collaboration, 
they indicate permissive transit corridors, tolerated movement, or gaps in M23 
territorial control that may indirectly facilitate ADF logistics.143 

Field intelligence sources further reported that Uganda tolerated or reopened 
commercial border flows through M23-controlled zones in Rutshuru despite 
the group’s occupation of Congolese territory. In addition, Uganda’s Chief of 
Defence Forces (CDF) and President Yoweri Museveni’s eldest son, Muhoozi 
Kainerugaba, published several posts online aligning himself with Rwandan 
and M23 positions, including dismissing UN findings on Rwanda’s role.144 These 
dynamics further reinforce perceptions of permissive regional conditions 
surrounding overlapping M23 and ADF operational environments.

Military and intelligence sources have also identified patterns of operational 
sequencing that may have mutually beneficial effects. Following UPDF-supported 
FARDC operations that halted an M23 advance in Kitundi in December 2024, 
the ADF intensified attacks in Manguredjipa two weeks later, further stretching 
the FARDC across multiple fronts.145 In this context, both the ADF and M23 
appear to benefit from the FARDC’s limited capacity to sustain simultaneous 
pressure across multiple fronts, allowing ambiguity, weak territorial control, 
and contested security dynamics to function as force multipliers that sustain 
their respective operations.146

In Ituri, the ADF shares operational space with Thomas Lubanga’s CRP/Zaïre, 
an M23-aligned proxy,147 but field interviews did not establish evidence of 
operational collaboration between the ADF and CRP/Zaïre.148 Overall, available 
reporting does not demonstrate a formal alliance between the ADF and M23 
or its proxies. However, attempted engagement, permissive transit corridors, 
overlapping operational spaces, and broader regional political dynamics indicate 
a relationship shaped less by direct coordination than by mutually advantageous 
coexistence within eastern DRC’s fragmented conflict environment.
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Box 2: Overlapping Operational Spaces, Shifting Relationships, and Local 
Perception of ADF-Wazalendo Ties

The Wazalendo label encompasses a highly fragmented coalition whose 
components maintain diverse and often shifting relationships with the ADF 
depending on locality.149 Available evidence suggests that these relationships 
range from active confrontation to coexistence, transactional arrangements, 
and occasional opportunistic engagement rather than enduring organizational 
partnerships.

Relations with UPLC and certain Mai Mai factions remain particularly difficult 
to assess. In areas such as Pangoyi, Kalunguta, and Manguredjipa, local 
communities frequently interpret the continued presence or apparent inaction 
of UPLC and other Wazalendo-linked actors during ADF attacks as possible 

While no formal alliance between the ADF and the M23 exists, the groups operate in close proximity, 
and circumstantial evidence suggests attempted engagement, permissive transit, and indirect 
interaction. Source: ACLED (2025). 
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complicity. While such perceptions appear to be widespread, field investigations 
did not establish evidence of structured collaboration.150 Rather, they reflect 
broader mistrust generated by overlapping operational environments, 
fragmented chains of command, and the difficulty of distinguishing between 
armed actors operating in the same areas.

These perceptions are reinforced by recurring reports of overlapping ADF 
and UPLC activity in parts of Lubero, accusations of support to the ADF, and 
contested narratives surrounding attacks in mining zones.151 At the same time, 
UPLC’s historical role as a FARDC-aligned force, together with allegations 
that some actors have staged attacks attributed to the ADF, blurs distinctions 
between collaboration, imitation, competition, and opportunistic coexistence.152 
Some sources further alleged that factions such as UPLC and Mai-Mai Kabidon 
(FPP/AP), another local armed group, maintain contacts with both the ADF and 
M23.153

Beyond UPLC, some reporting from late 2025 suggested increasing interaction 
between the ADF and other armed actors operating in Ituri and Lubero. 
Military intelligence sources reported possible cooperation or transactional 
arrangements involving CODECO-linked Lendu militias154 as well as instances in 
which the ADF may have relied on local armed groups such as Chini ya Tuna in 
Mambasa and Komanda to carry out violence or facilitate access to territory.155 
Field reporting also pointed to possible renewed linkages with groups such as 
Chini ya Tuna in cocoa-producing zones of Irumu.156

Overall, available evidence suggests that the ADF relies less on stable alliances than on adaptive in-
teractions shaped by local conditions, permissive operational environments, and fragmented armed 
authority across eastern DRC. These dynamics blur attribution and allow the ADF to benefit from frag-
mentation without relying on structured partnerships.
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Uganda’s Ambiguous Operations in Eastern DRC

The FARDC and UPDF began Operation Shujaa, a joint military operation to fight the ADF, in Novem-
ber 2021. While the operation has pushed the ADF away from Uganda’s border and other strategically 
important areas, available evidence suggests that Uganda’s intervention increasingly serves its broader 
geopolitical, security, and economic objectives. Uganda’s military operations have concentrated on se-
curing border areas, strategic infrastructure, trade corridors, and resource flows while proving less effec-
tive at dismantling the group’s core sanctuaries in eastern DRC. The result has been the displacement 
rather than the defeat of the ADF, allowing the insurgency to adapt and persist deeper inside eastern 
DRC while Congolese civilians continue to bear the consequences.

A growing body of evidence suggests that Uganda’s military presence in the DRC increasingly serves 
the country’s broader geopolitical and economic objectives alongside formal counter-ADF goals. The 
2022 Ebuteli/Congo Research Group study concluded that through Operation Shujaa, the Ugandan 
government has likely sought to secure strategic road infrastructure, protect commercial expansion, 
and safeguard oil interests around Lake Albert.157 Subsequent analyses by Egmont and Radio France 
International (RFI) reinforced this assessment, highlighting the importance of securing cross-border 
trade routes and regional resource flows.158 UN reporting and The Sentry’s field interviews repeatedly 
echoed this perception, with multiple sources describing the ADF threat as creating conditions that sus-
tain Uganda’s long-term military entrenchment in economically strategic zones.159

Gold is particularly significant in this regard. Despite limited domestic production, Uganda exported 
approximately $6.4 billion worth of gold in 2025, the vast majority of which was destined for the United 
Arab Emirates.160 Substantial volumes of gold and other commodities from eastern DRC move through 
Ugandan trading, refining, and export networks.161 These dynamics are reflected in the concentration 
of UPDF deployments along strategic transport axes such as the Kasindi-Beni-Butembo corridor and 
in Uganda’s continued expansion into areas of North Kivu and Ituri that are economically and politically 
significant beyond the immediate ADF threat.

For example, beginning in February 2025, the UPDF unilaterally expanded deployments into additional 
parts of North Kivu and Ituri beyond the original framework of Operation Shujaa, significantly broadening 
its military footprint in eastern DRC.162 During UPDF Chief of Defence Forces Muhoozi Kainerugaba’s 
June 2025 visit to Kinshasa, a revised memorandum of understanding formally extended joint opera-
tions across North Kivu and into Ituri, consolidating Uganda’s expanded role.163 In February 2026, UPDF 
Land Forces Commander Lieutenant General Kayanja Muhanga and FARDC Deputy Chief of General 
Staff for Operations and Intelligence Lieutenant General Chalingoza Nduru Jacques met in Beni to 
review ongoing operations against the ADF.164

As reported by the UN, while Operation Shujaa displaced the ADF from the Ugandan border in Lubero 
and split its area of operations into two noncontiguous zones, it did not significantly degrade the group’s 
operational capacity.165 Attacks attributed to the ADF increased in both frequency and lethality through-
out 2025 and 2026 and expanded into communities previously untouched by its violence, including 
Haut-Uele and deeper into Mambasa, Lubero, and Tshopo territories.166 Analysts further observed that 
as the ADF expanded westward, the UPDF and FARDC forces became increasingly overstretched, 
particularly as FARDC resources were diverted toward M23-related fronts.167 
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Field investigations and military assessments point to operational limitations and patterns that have 
raised questions among local security actors regarding the overall effectiveness and strategic intent of 
UPDF operations against the group. Some FARDC officers involved in joint operations have reported 
that UPDF officials routinely conducted the initial interrogations of captured ADF combatants and in 
some cases recalled hearing them instruct ADF combatants not to tell anything to FARDC officials when 
interrogated.168, 169 Local researchers, military intelligence, and UN reporting consistently indicate that 

Uganda’s military and economic interests in eastern DRC include gold, oil, road building, and counter-ADF operations. 
Source: Egmont Institute, June 2025.
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UPDF ground operations have remained concentrated along road networks and commercially strategic 
corridors, particularly the Beni-Kasindi axis, while core ADF sanctuaries in dense forest zones beyond 
these routes are primarily subjected to air and drone strikes rather than sustained territorial clearing.170 
These operational limitations have repeatedly produced ADF dispersal rather than decisive dismantle-
ment.171

UN Group of Experts findings, field reporting, and public statements by Kainerugaba suggest that 
Uganda is leveraging its military presence not only for counter-ADF operations but also to shape political 
and security dynamics in eastern DRC.172 Kainerugaba’s posts on X include repeated threats of unilater-
al military action in Bunia, defenses of specific communities in Ituri, and public framing of UPDF deploy-
ments as protective of Uganda’s broader regional strategic interests.173 In March 2026, the Congolese 
presidency resisted Ugandan pressure to remove Ituri’s military governor, Lieutenant General Johnny 
Luboya Nkashama, who had opposed the expansion of UPDF deployment across the province,174 but 
Luboya was eventually removed in June 2026.

This ambiguity lies at the core of Operation Shujaa’s contested legacy: while the operation has advanced 
Uganda’s security and economic interests, it has displaced rather than eliminated the ADF, enabling the 
insurgency to persist and continue inflicting violence on civilians across eastern DRC. 
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Conclusion

The findings in this report indicate that the ADF has adapted to military pressure, sanctions, and region-
al interventions. As external financing channels narrowed and military operations disrupted traditional 
strongholds, the group evolved into a more decentralized and locally financed insurgency embedded 
within eastern DRC’s conflict economy. This transformation helps explain both the ADF’s resilience and 
the persistence of violence against civilians across eastern DRC.

Organizationally, the ADF has combined centralized leadership with decentralized and highly mobile op-
erations. Military pressure under Operation Shujaa has not dismantled the group but instead dispersed 
it across eastern DRC, pushing its activities toward resource-rich areas such as Bapere, Mambasa, 
and Bafwasende while enabling smaller units to sustain attacks across multiple fronts. Rather than de-
grading the group, repeated offensives have often triggered redistribution, allowing the ADF to regroup, 
regenerate manpower, and continue targeting civilians.

Financially, the transition from external ISIL-linked financing networks toward domestic resource mo-
bilization represents a major shift in the ADF’s evolution. Following sanctions and arrests targeting 
regional facilitation networks and intermediaries beginning in late 2024, the ADF increasingly turned 
toward conflict gold, extortion, kidnapping, taxation, and cocoa-related predation. As a result, the group 
is now largely self-sufficient, relying less on external transfers than on coercive integration into local 
economies and regional trade networks. Its financing system links mining zones and rural communities 
to commercial hubs—such as Butembo—and onward into Uganda through networks of traders, trans-
porters, intermediaries, and collaborators operating under conditions of coercion, weak oversight, and 
limited traceability.

Strategically, the ADF endures less through territorial control or stable alliances than through its ability 
to exploit fragmented governance, weak state presence, and overlapping conflict dynamics. While no 
evidence demonstrates formal alliances with M23 or other armed groups, attempted engagement, per-
missive transit, and indirect operational overlap complicate military responses and create opportunities 
for the group to reorganize under pressure. Combined with forced recruitment, indoctrination, mobility, 
and collaboration networks, these dynamics enable the ADF to regenerate despite sustained military 
and financial pressure.

Regionally, Uganda’s military presence in eastern DRC increasingly serves its regional economic and 
geopolitical objectives alongside its formal counter-ADF operations. Field investigations, UN reporting, 
and regional trade analysis indicate that Uganda’s deployment has become closely tied to the protec-
tion of strategic infrastructure, commercial corridors, oil interests around Lake Albert, and cross-border 
resource flows, particularly conflict gold trafficked through Uganda. While Operation Shujaa has suc-
ceeded in pushing the ADF away from sections of the Ugandan border and other strategically important 
zones, it has failed to decisively degrade the group’s operational capacity. The result has instead been 
to disperse the ADF toward resource-rich areas deeper inside eastern DRC, allowing the insurgency to 
adapt while sustaining the rationale for Uganda’s long-term military presence in gold-rich strategic areas 
of eastern DRC.
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Annexes

Annex 1: Methodology

This report is based on extensive field and documentary research into illegal gold trafficking networks 
operating between eastern DRC and Uganda. The findings draw on direct observations and more than 
100 interviews conducted with actors across the gold supply chain and conflict environment, including 
miners, mine site operators, traders, transporters, smugglers, financiers, armed group collaborators, 
former hostages, security officials, military personnel, government representatives, civil society actors, 
researchers, and international experts. 

The analysis focuses primarily on eastern DRC, particularly the Grand Nord region (Beni and Lubero ter-
ritories in North Kivu province) and the Mambasa, Djugu, and Mahagi territories of Ituri province. Given 
the highly fragile security environment, the investigation adopted a socio-anthropological approach to 
data collection aimed at understanding the organization of mining activities, the role of security services 
and armed actors within supply chains, and the dynamics of gold trafficking across the research areas.

Annex 2: Note on geographical names in the DRC

Administrative divisions in the DRC sometimes show different names for the same decentralized level 
(e.g., sector or chefferie). The following list clarifies the administrative levels of the areas of investiga-
tions in eastern DRC.

Nord Kivu province (admin 1)

Beni territory (admin 2): sector (admin 3) Beni-Mbau: groupements (admin 4) Banande-Kainama, 
Bambuba-Kisiki, Baswagha-Madiwe, Batangi-Mbau; sector (admin 3) Rwenzori: groupements (admin 
4) Bolema, Malambo, Basongora, Baniangala, Buliki; chefferie (admin 3) Watalinga: groupements 
(admin 4) Batalinga, Bahumu, Bawisa; chefferie (admin 3) Bashu: groupements (admin 4) Isale Bu-
lambo, Isale Kasongwere, Isale Vuhovi, Masiki Kalonge, Masiki Vahyana, Malio, Bunyuka; communes 
Oicha, Mangina, Lume, Kyondo, Bulongo.

Lubero territory (admin 2): sector (admin 3) Bapere, chef lieu Mangurejipa: groupements (admin 4) 
Bapakombe, Baredje, Babika, Bapukara, Batike, Bapaitumba; chefferie (admin 3) Baswagha, chef lieu 
Musienene: groupements (admin 4) Manzia, Muhola, Mwenye, Luongo, Buyora, Bulengya, Bukenye, 
Ngulo; sector (admin 3) Bamate; chefferie (Admin 3) Batangi, chef lieu Bingi: groupements (admin 4) 
Musindi, Mbulie, Itala; chefferie (admin 3) Bamate, chef lieu Mambasa: groupements (admin 4) Buhim-
ba, Tama.

Ituri province (admin 1)

Mambasa territory (admin 2): chefferie (admin 3) Mambasa: groupements (admin 4) Binase, Mputu, 
Nyangwe; chefferie (admin 3) Wa Lesse Karo: groupements (admin 4) Yedi Karani, Mayala, Koffi, Mu-
likaro 1, Mulikaro 2, Andiaku, Maro, Andifele, Andibuta; chefferie (admin 3) Wa Lesse Desse: groupe-
ments (admin 4) Andabe, Andisengi, Andali; chefferie (admin 3) Ba Bila Bakwanza: groupements 
(admin 4) Bayaku, Bapwele, Bakwanza; chefferie (admin 3) Ba Bila Ba Bombi: groupements (admin 
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4) Babombi, Bapongomo, Babila Teturi, Bagnole, Mambembe Bela, Makeke, Bakaeku; chefferie (admin 
3) Bombo: groupements (admin 4) Enjewa, Badumbisa, Babeke d’isaye, Basiri, Bafambaya; chefferie 
(admin 3) Bandaka

Irumu territory (admin 2): Bahema sud; Bahema d’Irumu; Basili; Walendu-Bindi: groupements (admin 
4) Bamuko, Zadhu; Walese Vonkutu; Andisoma; Baboa Bokoe.

Annex 3: Mining sites under ADF control

Main gold production mining sites in Beni territory, North Kivu175

Mining Site Sector (Admin 
3)

Groupement 
(Admin 4)

Approximate 
No. of Miners Point of Sale Armed Groups

Kasongo / 
Maliajamais Beni-Mbau Batangi–

Mbau 36 Mamove, Oicha UPLC,176 ADF

Camp 
Kamanyola Beni-Mbau Bambuba 

Kisiki 60 Eringeti, Oicha ADF

Camp Mungu Beni-Mbau Bambuba 
Kisiki 43 Eringeti, Oicha ADF

Mukondi / Atonja Beni-Mbau Bambuba 
Kisiki 87 Eringeti, Oicha ADF

Bango / Abia Beni-Mbau Bambuba 
Kisiki 75 Eringeti, Oicha ADF

Venez voir Beni-Mbau Banande 
Kainama 30 Eringeti, Oicha ADF

Baeti / Asefu Beni-Mbau Batangi-
Mbau 185 Baeti, Oicha UPLC

Mamove / 
Mabatutu Beni-Mbau Batangi-

Mbau 65 Mamove, Oicha UPLC, ADF

Kisitu Beni-Mbau Baswagha-
Madiwe 85 Mununze, 

Mangina UPLC

Kikundo Beni-Mbau Baswagha-
Madiwe 120 Mununze, 

Mangina UPLC

Kaichokea Beni-Mbau Baswagha-
Madiwe 100 Mununze, 

Mangina UPLC

Mununze Beni-Mbau Baswagha-
Madiwe 60 Mununze, 

Mangina UPLC

Nzaba Beni-Mbau Baswagha-
Madiwe 45 Ngoyo, Mangina UPLC

Saba Saba Beni-Mbau Baswagha-
Madiwe 102 Ngoyo, Mangina UPLC
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Tokou Beni-Mbau Baswagha-
Madiwe 150 Ngoyo, Mangina UPLC

Mabalako Beni-Mbau Baswagha-
Madiwe 65 Mabalako UPLC

Cantine Beni-Mbau Baswagha-
Madiwe 86 Cantine Mai Mai 

Wakombozi

Kiboto Beni-Mbau Baswagha-
Madiwe 244 Cantine UPLC

Visiki Beni-Mbau Baswagha-
Madiwe 124 Visiki, Cantine UPLC

Mabuku Bashu Malio 52 Mabuku UPLC

Kyavisogho Bashu Malio 96 Kyavisogho UPLC

Vurondo Bashu Malio 100 Vurondo —

Main gold production mining sites in Lubero territory, Nord Kivu

Mining Site Sector (Admin 
3)

Groupement 
(Admin 4)

Approximate 
No. of Miners Point of Sale Armed Groups

Lata Bien Bapere Batike 100 Mabuo ADF 

Botambisi Bapere Batike 350 ADF, NDC-R

Mapendano Bapere Batike 150 Manguredjipa ADF

Mabuo Bapere Batike 1,300 Mabuo ADF

Bududyia Bapere Bapaitumba 700 Manguredjipa ADF

Pangoyi Bapere Bapakombe 900 Manguredjipa ADF, UPLC

Isange Bapere Bapaitumba 250 Manguredjipa ADF



26 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

Endnotes

﻿1	 For Da’esh/Islamic State, this report uses the name of Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), as adopted by the 
UN sanctions regime. See: 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Sanctions List Materials,” Security Council Committee pursuant to resolutions 1267 
(1999), 1989 (2011) and 2253 (2015) concerning ISIL (Da’esh), available at: https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/
sanctions/1267/aq_sanctions_list 

﻿2	 U.S. Department of State, “State Department Terrorist Designations of ISIS Affiliates and Leaders in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and Mozambique,” March 10, 2021, available at: https://2021-2025.state.gov/state-department-
terrorist-designations-of-isis-affiliates-and-leaders-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-and-mozambique/

﻿3	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Q&A | The Islamic State’s Pivot to Africa,” September 4, 2025, available at: 
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa 

﻿4	 The ADF and its leaders are all designated by the UN under the DRC sanctions regime. The ADF was sanctioned 
as an entity on June 30, 2014. Jamil Mukulu was sanctioned on October 13, 2011. Seka Baluku was sanctioned on 
February 6, 2020. Ahmad Mahmood Hassan “Abwakasi” was sanctioned on Febraury 20, 2024. See: 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Allied Democratic Forces,” Narrative Summaries of Reasons for Listing, entry 
CDe.001, October 29, 2014, available at: https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/sanctions/1533/materials/summaries/
entity/allied-democratic-forces-%28adf%29. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Jamil Mukulu,” Narrative Summaries of Reasons for Listing, entry CDi.015, October 
28, 2014, available at: https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/sanctions/1533/materials/summaries/individual/jamil-
mukulu. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Seka Baluku,” Narrative Summaries of Reasons for Listing, entry CDi.036, February 
6, 2020, available at: https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/content/seka-baluku. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Ahmad Mahmood Hassan,” Narrative Summaries of Reasons for Listing, entry 
CDi.040, February 20, 2024, available at: https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/content/ahmad-mahmood-hassan-0

﻿5	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “What’s Driving Conflict Today? A Review of Global Trends,” December 11, 
2025, available at: https://acleddata.com/report/whats-driving-conflict-today-review-global-trends 

﻿6	 Amnesty International, “I’d Never Seen So Many Bodies: War Crimes by the Allied Democratic Forces in the Eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo,” May 2026, pp. 14-15, available at: https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/
uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-
Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts on the Democratic Republic of the Congo,” 
S/2026/466, June 5, 2026, p. 2, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/466

	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “ACLED Explorer,” available at: https://acleddata.com/platform/explorer (last 
accessed April 10, 2026). 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirty-seventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team 
submitted pursuant to resolution 2734 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” 
S/2026/44, February 4, 2026, para. 29, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44 

	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “What’s Driving Conflict Today? A Review of Global Trends,” December 11, 
2025, available at: https://acleddata.com/report/whats-driving-conflict-today-review-global-trends 

﻿7	 Forty-three people were killed at a church in July 2025. See: 
	 African Security Analysis, “How ADF/ISCAP Overran Komanda in July 2025,” July 31, 2025, available at: https://www.

africansecurityanalysis.com/updates/how-adf-iscap-overran-komanda-in-july-2025 
	 United Nations, “UN Condemns Deadly Attack on Worshippers in DR Congo,” UN News, July 28, 2025, available at: 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165511 
﻿8	 Seventy-one people were killed at a funeral in September 2025. See:
	 Faisal Ali, “At Least 60 People Killed in DRC After ISIL-Linked Attack on Funeral,” Al Jazeera, September 9, 2025, 

https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/sanctions/1267/aq_sanctions_list
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/sanctions/1267/aq_sanctions_list
https://2021-2025.state.gov/state-department-terrorist-designations-of-isis-affiliates-and-leaders-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-and-mozambique/
https://2021-2025.state.gov/state-department-terrorist-designations-of-isis-affiliates-and-leaders-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-and-mozambique/
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/sanctions/1533/materials/summaries/entity/allied-democratic-forces-%28adf%29
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/sanctions/1533/materials/summaries/entity/allied-democratic-forces-%28adf%29
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/sanctions/1533/materials/summaries/individual/jamil-mukulu
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/sanctions/1533/materials/summaries/individual/jamil-mukulu
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/content/seka-baluku
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/content/ahmad-mahmood-hassan-0
https://acleddata.com/report/whats-driving-conflict-today-review-global-trends
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/466
https://acleddata.com/platform/explorer
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44
https://acleddata.com/report/whats-driving-conflict-today-review-global-trends
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.com/updates/how-adf-iscap-overran-komanda-in-july-2025
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.com/updates/how-adf-iscap-overran-komanda-in-july-2025
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165511
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165511


27 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/9/at-least-60-people-killed-in-drc-after-isil-linked-attack-on-
funeral 

	 Reuters, “Rebels Linked to Islamic State Kill at Least 61 at East Congo Funeral,” September 9, 2025, available at: 
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/rebels-linked-islamic-state-kill-least-61-east-congo-funeral-2025-09-09/

	 Radio France International, “DR Congo Survivors of IS-Linked Massacre Say Army, Govt Let Them Down,” September 
11, 2025, available at: https://www.rfi.fr/en/international-news/20250911-dr-congo-survivors-of-is-linked-massacre-
say-army-govt-let-them-down

	 African Union, “AU Condemns Atrocities Against Civilians in North Kivu Province,” September 10, 2025, available at: 
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pressreleases/45347-pr-PR-_AU_Condemns_Atrocities_Against_Civilians_in_North_
Kivu_Province.pdf

﻿9	 Faisal Ali, “At Least 60 People Killed in DRC After ISIL-Linked Attack on Funeral,” Al Jazeera, September 9, 2025, 
available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/9/at-least-60-people-killed-in-drc-after-isil-linked-attack-on-
funeral 

	 Reuters, “Rebels Linked to Islamic State Kill at Least 61 at East Congo Funeral,” September 9, 2025, available at: 
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/rebels-linked-islamic-state-kill-least-61-east-congo-funeral-2025-09-09/

	 Amnesty International, “I’d Never Seen So Many Bodies: War Crimes by the Allied Democratic Forces in the Eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo,” May 2026, available at: https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/
Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-
of-Congo.pdf 

﻿10	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Q&A | Q&A | The Islamic State’s Pivot to Africa,” September 4, 2025, available 
at: https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa

	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirtieth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted 
pursuant to resolution 2610 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” July 15, 2022, 
para. 17, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2022/547

	 Caleb Weill, “Rumble in the Jungle: ISCAP’s Rising Threat,” Hoover Institution, June 6, 2023, available at: https://www.
hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat 

	 Enact Africa, “Illicit Flows of Explosives in Central Africa,” March 2023, available at: https://enact-africa.s3.amazonaws.
com/site/uploads/2023-05-03-interpol-analytical-explosives.pdf

	 Tara Candland et al., “The Islamic State in Congo,” GW Program on Extremism, March 2021, available at: https://
extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs5746/files/The%20Islamic%20State%20in%20Congo%20English.pdf

﻿11	 US Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Targets ISIS Facilitation Network in Eastern, Central, and Southern Africa,” 
July 23, 2024, available at: https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2477

	 Jessica Davis, “The Financial Future of the Islamic State,” CTC Sentinel, July/August 2024, Volume 17, Issue 7, 
available at: https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-financial-future-of-the-islamic-state/

	 Caleb Weiss et al., “Fatal Transaction: The Funding Behind the Islamic State’s Central Africa Province,” George 
Washington University Program on Extremism, June 2023, available at: https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/
zaxdzs5746/files/2023-06/fatal-transaction-final.pdf

﻿12	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 The Sentry interviews with seven former ADF hostages and two ex-combatants, military intelligence, judiciary sources, 

local researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC, January and February 2026. 
	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Q&A | The Islamic State’s Pivot to Africa,” September 4, 2025, available at: 

https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm Report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, paras. 

15-17, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
﻿13	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirty-seventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team 

submitted pursuant to resolution 2734 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” 
S/2026/44, February 4, 2026, para. 31, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44

﻿14	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, judiciary sources, economic actors, local researchers, and civil society 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/9/at-least-60-people-killed-in-drc-after-isil-linked-attack-on-funeral
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/9/at-least-60-people-killed-in-drc-after-isil-linked-attack-on-funeral
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/rebels-linked-islamic-state-kill-least-61-east-congo-funeral-2025-09-09/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/rebels-linked-islamic-state-kill-least-61-east-congo-funeral-2025-09-09/
https://www.rfi.fr/en/international-news/20250911-dr-congo-survivors-of-is-linked-massacre-say-army-govt-let-them-down
https://www.rfi.fr/en/international-news/20250911-dr-congo-survivors-of-is-linked-massacre-say-army-govt-let-them-down
file://\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\au.int\sites\default\files\pressreleases\45347-pr-PR-_AU_Condemns_Atrocities_Against_Civilians_in_North_Kivu_Province.pdf
file://\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\au.int\sites\default\files\pressreleases\45347-pr-PR-_AU_Condemns_Atrocities_Against_Civilians_in_North_Kivu_Province.pdf
file://\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\au.int\sites\default\files\pressreleases\45347-pr-PR-_AU_Condemns_Atrocities_Against_Civilians_in_North_Kivu_Province.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/9/at-least-60-people-killed-in-drc-after-isil-linked-attack-on-funeral
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/9/at-least-60-people-killed-in-drc-after-isil-linked-attack-on-funeral
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/rebels-linked-islamic-state-kill-least-61-east-congo-funeral-2025-09-09/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/rebels-linked-islamic-state-kill-least-61-east-congo-funeral-2025-09-09/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2022/547
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
https://enact-africa.s3.amazonaws.com/site/uploads/2023-05-03-interpol-analytical-explosives.pdf
https://enact-africa.s3.amazonaws.com/site/uploads/2023-05-03-interpol-analytical-explosives.pdf
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs5746/files/The%20Islamic%20State%20in%20Congo%20English.pdf
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs5746/files/The%20Islamic%20State%20in%20Congo%20English.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2477
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-financial-future-of-the-islamic-state/
file://\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\extremism.gwu.edu\sites\g\files\zaxdzs5746\files\2023-06\fatal-transaction-final.pdf
file://\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\extremism.gwu.edu\sites\g\files\zaxdzs5746\files\2023-06\fatal-transaction-final.pdf
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44


28 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 Radio France International, “Est de la RDC: les ADF étendent leurs attaques aux intérêts économiques, notamment 

miniers,” March 19, 2026, available at: https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-
attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers

﻿15	 At an estimated $8 per gram margin, Manguredjipa’s gold trade generates roughly $6.4 million per year in trader profits 
($8 × 800,000 grams). Assuming the ADF captures between 15% and 25% of this value, consistent with statistically 
observed armed group taxation or revenue extraction rates in similar conflict gold economies, the group’s annual gold 
related revenue would range from approximately $960,000 to $1.6 million. Observed gold prices along the supply 
chain on January 22, 2026, were as follows:

	 Manguredjipa négociants purchase price: ~$123/gram
	 Sale price from Manguredjipa traders to Butembo buying houses: ~$131/gram
	 Sale price from Butembo buying houses to Ugandan refiners: ~$138/gram
	 Sale price from Ugandan refiners to Dubai-based operators: ~$147-150/gram
	 International market price: ~$155/gram
	 This structure demonstrates progressive value capture at each stage of the supply chain, from extraction zones in 

eastern DRC through regional trading hubs and Ugandan refining networks to international export markets. 
	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, judicial investigators, economic actors, local researchers, and civil 

society organizations in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿16	 The Sentry interviews with three former ADF hostages and two ex-combatants, military intelligence, judiciary sources, 

researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿17	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, United Nations, local researchers, and civil society representatives in 

eastern DRC between December 2025 and January 2026. 
	 Claude Sengenya, “RDC: des ADF d’Abwakasi dans la RFO, des sources évoquent l’intention des islamistes de voler à 

la rescousse de Musa Baluku malmené dans la chefferie de Walese-Karo,” (DRC: ADF fighters from Abwakasi spotted 
in the RFO; sources suggest the Islamists intend to come to the aid of Musa Baluku, who is under heavy pressure in 
the Walese-Karo chiefdom), Actualite.cd, March 18, 2026, available at: https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-
des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de

	 Claude Sengenya, “RDC: l’attaque de Muchacha revendiquée par l’Etat islamique, menée par des ADF venus des 
Bapere (Lubero),” (DRC: Muchacha attack claimed by Islamic State, carried out by ADF fighters from the Bapere 
area (Lubero)), Actualite.cd, March 15, 2026, available at: https://actualite.cd/2026/03/15/rdc-lattaque-de-muchacha-
revendiquee-par-letat-islamique-menee-par-des-adf-venus-des

	 Radio Okapi, “Au moins 20 morts et des blessés graves lors des combats FARDC-ADF à Mambasa,” (At least 20 
dead and others seriously injured in FARDC-ADF fighting in Mambasa), January 12, 2026, available at: https://www.
radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf

﻿18	 The Sentry interviews with 10 former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants, military intelligence, United Nations, 
and local researchers in eastern DRC from December 2025 to January 2026.

﻿19	 The Sentry interviews with 13 former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants, military intelligence, judiciary sources, 
local researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026.

﻿20	 The Sentry interviews with four ADF former hostages and two ex-combatants, military sources, United Nations, civil 
society, and researchers in eastern DRC in December 2025 and January 2026. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirty-seventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team 
submitted pursuant to resolution 2734 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” 
S/2026/44, February 4, 2026, para. 28, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44

	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirty-sixth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team 
submitted pursuant to resolution 2734 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” 
S/2025/482, July 24, 2025, para. 29, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/482

	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm Report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, Annex 2, 
available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969

https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de
https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de
https://actualite.cd/2026/03/15/rdc-lattaque-de-muchacha-revendiquee-par-letat-islamique-menee-par-des-adf-venus-des
https://actualite.cd/2026/03/15/rdc-lattaque-de-muchacha-revendiquee-par-letat-islamique-menee-par-des-adf-venus-des
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2025\482
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969


29 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

﻿21	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm Report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, paras. 
15-17, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969

	 Adam Ntwari, “Lubero: une attaque des ADF fait au moins 15 morts, la société civile déplore le manque d’intervention 
des forces armées,” (Lubero: ADF attack leaves at least 15 dead; civil society decries lack of intervention by armed 
forces), SOS Media Burundi, February 9, 2026, available at: https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2026/02/09/lubero-
une-attaque-des-adf-fait-au-moins-15-morts-la-societe-civile-deplore-le-manque-dintervention-des-forces-armees/

	 Congo Inter, “Ituri: un bastion ADF démantelé par les forces conjointes FARDC-UPDF à Mambasa,” (Ituri: ADF 
stronghold dismantled by joint FARDC-UPDF forces in Mambasa), January 7, 2026, available at: https://congointer.
info/2026/01/07/ituri-un-bastion-adf-demantele-par-les-forces-conjointes-fardc-updf-a-mambasa/

	 Radio Okapi, “Au moins 20 morts et des blessés graves lors des combats FARDC-ADF à Mambasa,” (At least 20 
dead and others seriously injured in FARDC-ADF fighting in Mambasa), January 12, 2026, available at: https://www.
radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf

	 Claude Sengenya, “RDC: des ADF d’Abwakasi dans la RFO, des sources évoquent l’intention des islamistes de voler à 
la rescousse de Musa Baluku malmené dans la chefferie de Walese-Karo,” (DRC: ADF fighters from Abwakasi spotted 
in the RFO; sources suggest the Islamists intend to come to the aid of Musa Baluku, who is under heavy pressure in 
the Walese-Karo chiefdom), Actualite.cd, March 18, 2026, available at: https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-
des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de

﻿22	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, United Nations, local researchers, and civil society representatives in 
eastern DRC, January 2026. 

	 Cédric Botela, “Attaque meurtrière des ADF en Ituri: trois civils exécutés, l’offensive FARDC-UPDF en question,” 
(Deadly ADF attack in Ituri: three civilians executed; FARDC-UPDF offensive called into question), January 25, 2026, 
available at: https://www.congoquotidien.com/2026/01/25/attaque-adf-ituri-trois-civils-tues/

﻿23	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources, military intelligence, United Nations, civil society, and local researchers in 
eastern DRC, January 2026. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm Report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, paras. 
27-29, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969 

﻿24	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources, military intelligence, United Nations, civil society, and local researchers in 
eastern DRC, January 2026.

	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “As M23 Rebels Take Hold of Eastern Congo, the Islamic State Is Capitalizing 
on the Chaos,” June 18, 2025, available at: https://acleddata.com/report/m23-rebels-take-hold-eastern-congo-islamic-
state-capitalizing-chaos

﻿25	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence and local researchers in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 Radio France International, “Est de la RDC: les ADF étendent leurs attaques aux intérêts économiques, notamment 

miniers,” (Eastern DRC: ADF extends attacks to economic interests, particularly in the mining sector), March 19, 
2026, available at: https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-
économiques-notamment-miniers

	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirty-seventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team 
submitted pursuant to resolution 2734 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” 
S/2026/44, February 4, 2026, para. 29, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44

﻿26	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm Report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, paras. 
27-29 and Annex 9, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969

﻿27	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence and judiciary sources, local researchers, and civil society in eastern 
DRC, January 2026.

﻿28	 The Sentry interviews with FARDC officers and military intelligence, local researchers, economic actors, and civil 
society in eastern DRC and Uganda between January and March 2026. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, para. 135, available at: https://
docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446

	 Kristof Titeca and Giovanni Salvaggio, “Beyond the Jihadist Label: Understanding the ADF’s Multilayered Violence,” 

https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2026/02/09/lubero-une-attaque-des-adf-fait-au-moins-15-morts-la-societe-civile-deplore-le-manque-dintervention-des-forces-armees/
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2026/02/09/lubero-une-attaque-des-adf-fait-au-moins-15-morts-la-societe-civile-deplore-le-manque-dintervention-des-forces-armees/
https://congointer.info/2026/01/07/ituri-un-bastion-adf-demantele-par-les-forces-conjointes-fardc-updf-a-mambasa/
https://congointer.info/2026/01/07/ituri-un-bastion-adf-demantele-par-les-forces-conjointes-fardc-updf-a-mambasa/
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf
https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de
https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de
https://www.congoquotidien.com/2026/01/25/attaque-adf-ituri-trois-civils-tues/
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
https://acleddata.com/report/m23-rebels-take-hold-eastern-congo-islamic-state-capitalizing-chaos
https://acleddata.com/report/m23-rebels-take-hold-eastern-congo-islamic-state-capitalizing-chaos
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2024\969
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446


30 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

Egmont paper 135, January 2026, available at: https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2026/01/Titeca_Salvaggio_
Paper_135_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf

	 Kristof Titeca and Giovanni Salvaggio. “Understanding Uganda’s (Ambiguous) Actions in Eastern DRC,” Egmont paper 
134, June 2025, p. 8, available at: https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2025/06/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_
vFinal.pdf?type=pdf 

﻿29	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, civil society, local researchers, and economic actors in eastern DRC 
and Uganda from January to February 2026. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” 2025, para. 57 and Annex 32, available at: 
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446. Annex 32 reads: “In a public statement on 21 February 2025, President Museveni 
clarified the objectives behind the UPDF’s presence in Eastern DRC, emphasizing that it was not related to combatting 
‘the M23 rebels.’ Instead, the UPDF’s deployment was primarily aimed at countering the ADF and securing the 
construction of the Kasindi-Beni-Butembo road.” 

﻿30	 Sentry interviews with civil society, local and international researchers, United Nations, and military intelligence in 
eastern DRC, January to March 2026. 

	 Amnesty International, “I’d Never Seen So Many Bodies: War Crimes by the Allied Democratic Forces in the 
Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo,” May 2026, p. 14, available at: https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/
uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-
Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf

	 Nirvaly Mooloo, “Focusing on M23 Allows ADF Insurgents to Expand in Eastern DRC,” ISS Africa, September 22, 
2025, available at: https://issafrica.org/iss-today/focusing-on-m23-allows-adf-insurgents-to-expand-in-eastern-drc

	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, July 3, 2025, paras. 57-61 and 
122, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446  

﻿31	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources, customs and border patrol officers, civil society, local researchers, and 
economic actors in eastern DRC and Uganda from January to February 2026.

﻿32	 The Sentry interviews with FARDC officers, military intelligence, local researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC, 
January 2026.

﻿33	 DRC State House, “Joint Communique on the Occasion of the Official Visit to Uganda of H.E. Felix Antoine Tshisekedi 
Tshilombo, President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo,” May 11, 2026, available at: https://stopeacop.net/wp-
content/uploads/2026/05/Joint-Communique-Ug-DR.pdf

	 Geofrey Serugo, “Civil Society Demands Transparency in Uganda–DRC Oil Talks,” The Observer, July 5, 2026, 
available at: https://observer.ug/business/civil-society-demands-transparency-in-uganda-drc-oil-talks/ 

﻿34	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, judiciary sources, United Nations, and local researchers and civil 
society in eastern DRC from December 2025 to January 2026. 

	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Africa Overview: December 2025,” 2025.
	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm Report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, available 

at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
﻿35	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm Report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, paras. 

15-17 and Annex 9, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
	 Adam Ntwari, “Lubero: une attaque des ADF fait au moins 15 morts, la société civile déplore le manque d’intervention 

des forces armées,” (Lubero: ADF attack leaves at least 15 dead; civil society decries lack of intervention by armed 
forces), SOS Media Burundi, February 9, 2026, available at: https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2026/02/09/lubero-
une-attaque-des-adf-fait-au-moins-15-morts-la-societe-civile-deplore-le-manque-dintervention-des-forces-armees/

	 Congo Inter, “Ituri: un bastion ADF démantelé par les forces conjointes FARDC-UPDF à Mambasa,” (Ituri: ADF 
stronghold dismantled by joint FARDC-UPDF forces in Mambasa), January 7, 2026, available at: https://congointer.
info/2026/01/07/ituri-un-bastion-adf-demantele-par-les-forces-conjointes-fardc-updf-a-mambasa/

	 Radio Okapi, “Au moins 20 morts et des blessés graves lors des combats FARDC-ADF à Mambasa,” (At least 20 
dead and others seriously injured in FARDC-ADF fighting in Mambasa), January 12, 2026, available at: https://www.
radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf

https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2026/01/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_135_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf
https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2026/01/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_135_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf
https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2025/06/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf
https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2025/06/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\www.amnestyusa.org\wp-content\uploads\2026\05\Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\www.amnestyusa.org\wp-content\uploads\2026\05\Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\www.amnestyusa.org\wp-content\uploads\2026\05\Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/focusing-on-m23-allows-adf-insurgents-to-expand-in-eastern-drc
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://stopeacop.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Joint-Communique-Ug-DR.pdf
https://stopeacop.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Joint-Communique-Ug-DR.pdf
https://observer.ug/business/civil-society-demands-transparency-in-uganda-drc-oil-talks/
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2024\969
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2024\969
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2024\969
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2026/02/09/lubero-une-attaque-des-adf-fait-au-moins-15-morts-la-societe-civile-deplore-le-manque-dintervention-des-forces-armees/
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2026/02/09/lubero-une-attaque-des-adf-fait-au-moins-15-morts-la-societe-civile-deplore-le-manque-dintervention-des-forces-armees/
https://congointer.info/2026/01/07/ituri-un-bastion-adf-demantele-par-les-forces-conjointes-fardc-updf-a-mambasa/
https://congointer.info/2026/01/07/ituri-un-bastion-adf-demantele-par-les-forces-conjointes-fardc-updf-a-mambasa/
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf


31 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

	 Claude Sengenya, “RDC: des ADF d’Abwakasi dans la RFO, des sources évoquent l’intention des islamistes de voler à 
la rescousse de Musa Baluku malmené dans la chefferie de Walese-Karo,” (DRC: ADF fighters from Abwakasi spotted 
in the RFO; sources suggest the Islamists intend to come to the aid of Musa Baluku, who is under heavy pressure in 
the Walese-Karo chiefdom), Actualite.cd, March 18, 2026, available at: https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-
des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de 

﻿36	 The Sentry interviews with five former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants, military intelligence, judiciary sources, 
United Nations, economic actors, local researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC between December 2025 and 
March 2026. 

﻿37	 Damian Zane, “More Than 200 Rescued from IS-Linked Group in DR Congo,” BBC, April 20, 2026, available at: 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy7144jr68lo

	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “As M23 Rebels Take Hold,” June 2025.
﻿38	 United Nations Security Council, “Resolution 2293,” June 23, 2016, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/S/

RES/2293(2016) 
﻿39	 United Nations, “UN Condemns Deadly Attack on Worshippers in DR Congo,” UN News, July 28, 2025, available at: 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165511 
	 New York Times, “Dozens Are Killed by ISIS-Linked Rebels in Congo,” July 27, 2025, available at: https://www.

nytimes.com/2025/07/27/world/africa/congo-isis-attack.html
	 Ruth Alonga and Saleh Mwanamilongo, “At Least 60 People Killed in a Rebel Attack on a Funeral in Congo,” AP, 

September 9, 2025, available at: https://fox40.com/news/international/ap-international/ap-at-least-60-people-were-
killed-in-an-overnight-rebel-attack-in-eastern-congo/ 

﻿40	 Faisal Ali, “At Least 60 People Killed in DRC After ISIL-Linked Attack on Funeral,” Al Jazeera, September 9, 2025, 
available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/9/at-least-60-people-killed-in-drc-after-isil-linked-attack-on-
funeral

	 Reuters, “Rebels Linked to Islamic State Kill at Least 61 at East Congo Funeral,” September 9, 2025, available at: 
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/rebels-linked-islamic-state-kill-least-61-east-congo-funeral-2025-09-09/

	 Amnesty International, “I’d Never Seen So Many Bodies: War Crimes by the Allied Democratic Forces in the Eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo,” May 2026, available at: https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/
Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-
of-Congo.pdf

	 Ruth Alonga and Saleh Mwanamilongo, “At Least 60 People Killed in a Rebel Attack on a Funeral in Congo,” AP, 
September 9, 2025, available at: https://fox40.com/news/international/ap-international/ap-at-least-60-people-were-
killed-in-an-overnight-rebel-attack-in-eastern-congo/ 

﻿41	 Amnesty International, “I’d Never Seen So Many Bodies: War Crimes by the Allied Democratic Forces in the Eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo,” May 2026, available at: https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/
Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-
of-Congo.pdf

	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “ACLED Explorer,” available at: https://acleddata.com/platform/explorer (last 
accessed April 15, 2026). 

	 UN Security Council, “Thirty-seventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted 
pursuant to resolution 2734 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” S/2026/44, 
February 4, 2026, para. 29, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44 

﻿42	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “What’s Driving Conflict Today,” 2025.
﻿43	 The Sentry interviews with former ADF hostages in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿44	 The Sentry interviews with former ADF hostages in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
﻿45	 Caleb Weill, “Rumble in the Jungle: ISCAP’s Rising Threat,” Hoover Institution, June 6, 2023, available at: https://www.

hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat 
﻿46	 Tara Candland et al., “The Islamic State in Congo,” GW Program on Extremism, March 2021, p.22, available at: https://

extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs5746/files/The%20Islamic%20State%20in%20Congo%20English.pdf 

https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de
https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy7144jr68lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy7144jr68lo
https://docs.un.org/en/S/RES/2293(2016)
https://docs.un.org/en/S/RES/2293(2016)
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165511
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165511
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/27/world/africa/congo-isis-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/27/world/africa/congo-isis-attack.html
https://fox40.com/news/international/ap-international/ap-at-least-60-people-were-killed-in-an-overnight-rebel-attack-in-eastern-congo/
https://fox40.com/news/international/ap-international/ap-at-least-60-people-were-killed-in-an-overnight-rebel-attack-in-eastern-congo/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/9/at-least-60-people-killed-in-drc-after-isil-linked-attack-on-funeral
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/9/at-least-60-people-killed-in-drc-after-isil-linked-attack-on-funeral
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/rebels-linked-islamic-state-kill-least-61-east-congo-funeral-2025-09-09/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/rebels-linked-islamic-state-kill-least-61-east-congo-funeral-2025-09-09/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://fox40.com/news/international/ap-international/ap-at-least-60-people-were-killed-in-an-overnight-rebel-attack-in-eastern-congo/
https://fox40.com/news/international/ap-international/ap-at-least-60-people-were-killed-in-an-overnight-rebel-attack-in-eastern-congo/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://acleddata.com/platform/explorer
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs5746/files/The%20Islamic%20State%20in%20Congo%20English.pdf
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs5746/files/The%20Islamic%20State%20in%20Congo%20English.pdf


32 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

﻿47	 An ADF financier was identified as Waleed Ahmed Zein. Zein, a Kenyan national, was sanctioned in 2018 by the US 
for his role as a financier for the “Treasury Sanctions East African Facilitator of Intricate ISIS Financial Network.” See:

	 US Department of the Treasury, “Treasury Sanctions East African Facilitator of Intricate ISIS Financial Network,” Press 
Release, September 7, 2018, available at: https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm476 

﻿48	 Tara Candland et al., “The Islamic State in Congo,” George Washington University Program on Extremism, March 
2021, p.19, available at: https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs5746/files/The%20Islamic%20State%20in%20
Congo%20English.pdf 

﻿49	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, civil society, and local researchers in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Q&A | The Islamic State’s Pivot to Africa,” September 4, 2025, available at: 

https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirtieth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted 

pursuant to resolution 2610 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” July 15, 2022, 
para. 17, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2022/547

﻿50	 Key ADF leaders present along Baluku at Madina camp include Mehdi (Panisha), Kasibante (Defender), and Meya 
Sebagala (Mzee Mayor). See: 

	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, civil society representatives, and local researchers in eastern DRC, 
January 2026.

﻿51	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Q&A | The Islamic State’s Pivot to Africa,” September 4, 2025, available at: 
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirtieth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted 
pursuant to resolution 2610 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” July 15, 2022, 
available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2022/547

	 Caleb Weill, “Rumble in the Jungle: ISCAP’s Rising Threat,” Hoover Institution, June 6, 2023, available at: https://www.
hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat 

﻿52	 The Sentry interviews with former ADF hostages and ex-combatants and local researchers in eastern DRC, January 
2026. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm Report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, para. 15 
and Annex 2, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969

﻿53	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources, United Nations, and local researchers in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Q&A | The Islamic State’s Pivot to Africa,” September 4, 2025, available at: 

https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
	 Caleb Weill, “Rumble in the Jungle: ISCAP’s Rising Threat,” Hoover Institution, June 6, 2023, available at: https://www.

hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat 
	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm Report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, Annex 2, 

available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
﻿54	 The Sentry interviews with four former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants, military sources, and civil society in 

eastern DRC, December 2025 and January 2026. 
﻿55	 The Sentry interviews with military sources, civil society, and local dwellers in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 UN Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, July 3, 2025, para. 124, available at: https://

docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446 
﻿56	 The Sentry interviews with gold dealers, civil society, and local researchers in December 2025 and January 2026. 

Mining sites under ADF control are in Annex 3.
﻿57	 The Sentry interviews with military sources, civil society, and researchers in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 Radio France International, “Est de la RDC: les ADF étendent leurs attaques aux intérêts économiques, notamment 

miniers,” (Eastern DRC: ADF extends attacks to economic interests, particularly in the mining sector), March 19, 
2026, available at: https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-
économiques-notamment-miniers

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm476
file://\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\extremism.gwu.edu\sites\g\files\zaxdzs5746\files\The%20Islamic%20State%20in%20Congo%20English.pdf
file://\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\extremism.gwu.edu\sites\g\files\zaxdzs5746\files\The%20Islamic%20State%20in%20Congo%20English.pdf
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2022/547
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2022\547
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2024\969
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2024\969
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2025\446
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2025\446
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers


33 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

﻿58	 The Sentry interviews with two ADF former hostages and an ex-combatant, military sources, civil society, local 
dwellers, and researchers in eastern DRC between December 2025 and January 2026. 

﻿59	 The Sentry interviews with four ADF former hostages and two ex-combatants, military sources, United Nations, civil 
society, and researchers in eastern DRC in December 2025 and January 2026. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm Report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, Annex 2, 
available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969

﻿60	 The Sentry interviews with seven ADF former hostages and three ex-combatants, military sources, researchers, and 
civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026.

﻿61	 The Sentry interviews with military and justice sources in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 Radio Okapi, “Au moins 20 morts et des blessés graves lors des combats FARDC-ADF à Mambasa,” (At least 20 

dead and others seriously injured in FARDC-ADF fighting in Mambasa), January 12, 2026, available at: https://www.
radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf

﻿62	 The Sentry interviews with military and justice sources, researchers, and three former ADF combatants in eastern 
DRC, January 2026.

﻿63	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, judiciary sources, local researchers, United Nations, and civil society in 
eastern DRC, January 2026.

﻿64	 United Nations Security Council, “Final Report of the Group of Experts,” June 2026, Annex 7. 
﻿65	 The Sentry interviews with 13 ADF former hostages and three ex-combatants, military sources, researchers, and civil 

society in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿66	 The Sentry interviews with economic actors, military intelligence, United Nations, and civil society in eastern DRC, 

January 2026.
﻿67	 Radio France International, “Est de la RDC: les ADF étendent leurs attaques aux intérêts économiques, notamment 

miniers,” (Eastern DRC: ADF extends its attacks to economic interests, particularly mining interests), March 19, 
2026, available at: https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-
économiques-notamment-miniers

	 Mines.cd, “Lubero: inquiétudes autour de la traçabilité des minerais exploités par une milice à Bapere,” (Lubero: 
concerns regarding the traceability of minerals mined by a militia in Bapere), September 4, 2025, available at: https://
mines.cd/lubero-inquietudes-autour-de-la-tracabilite-des-minerais-exploites-par-une-milice-a-bapere/ 

﻿68	 The Sentry interviews with seven former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants, military intelligence, judiciary 
sources, civil society, economic actors, local researchers, and United Nations in eastern DRC between December 
2025 and February 2026.

﻿69	 The Sentry interviews with 13 former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿70	 The Sentry interviews with 13 former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿71	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence and judiciary sources in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 Radio Okapi, “Plus 20 personnes condamnées à de lourdes peines pour leurs liens avec les ADF à Beni,” (More than 

20 people were sentenced to heavy prison terms for their links with the ADF in Beni), October 7, 2025, available at: 
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-
leurs-liens-avec

﻿72	 The Sentry interviews with 10 former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants, economic actors, and civil society in 
eastern DRC, January 2026. 

	 International Labour Organization, “What Is Forced Labour?” available at: https://www.ilo.org/topics/forced-labour-
modern-slavery-and-trafficking-persons/what-forced-labour (last accessed May 4, 2026).

﻿73	 The Sentry interviews with economic actors, military intelligence, and civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿74	 The Sentry interviews with economic actors, military intelligence, and civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿75	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence and judiciary sources, civil society, local researchers, and economic 

actors in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿76	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources and civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026. 

file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2024\969
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://mines.cd/lubero-inquietudes-autour-de-la-tracabilite-des-minerais-exploites-par-une-milice-a-bapere/
https://mines.cd/lubero-inquietudes-autour-de-la-tracabilite-des-minerais-exploites-par-une-milice-a-bapere/
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.ilo.org/topics/forced-labour-modern-slavery-and-trafficking-persons/what-forced-labour
https://www.ilo.org/topics/forced-labour-modern-slavery-and-trafficking-persons/what-forced-labour


34 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

	 Cédric Botela, “FARDC: arrestation de deux recrues tanzaniennes des ADF près de Beni,” (FARDC: Arrest of two 
Tanzanian ADF recruits near Beni), March 11, 2025, available at: https://www.congoquotidien.com/2025/03/11/
actualite-rdc-fardc-recrues-adf/

﻿77	 The Sentry interviews with civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿78	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources, January 2026.
	 Radio Okapi, “Plus 20 personnes condamnées à de lourdes peines pour leurs liens avec les ADF à Beni,” (More than 

20 people were sentenced to heavy prison terms for their links with the ADF in Beni), October 7, 2025, available at: 
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-
leurs-liens-avec

﻿79	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources, local researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026.
	 Radio Okapi, “Plus 20 personnes condamnées à de lourdes peines pour leurs liens avec les ADF à Beni,” (More than 

20 people were sentenced to heavy prison terms for their links with the ADF in Beni), October 7, 2025, available at: 
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-
leurs-liens-avec

﻿80	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources, customs and border patrol officers, civil society, local researchers, and 
economic actors in eastern DRC and Uganda from January to February 2026.

﻿81	 The Sentry interviews with eight former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants, military intelligence in eastern DRC, 
January 2026.

﻿82	 African Security Analysis, “Analytical Briefing – Infiltration Tactics and Intelligence Vulnerabilities: ADF/IS-CAP in the 
Great Lakes Region,” July 8, 2025, available at: https://www.africansecurityanalysis.com/reports/analytical-briefing-
infiltration-tactics-and-intelligence-vulnerabilities-adf-is-cap-in-the-great-lakes-region

﻿83	 The Sentry interviews with six former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants, local researchers in eastern DRC, 
January 2026.

﻿84	 The Sentry interviews with six former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants, local researchers in eastern DRC, 
January 2026.

﻿85	 Military intelligence, judiciary sources, and two former ADF hostages interviewed reported cases in which ADF sent 
hostages to peri-urban areas under the pretense of escape, instructing them to gather intelligence or relay messages 
to collaborators. In the documented cases, this facilitated subsequent ADF attacks on the targeted areas, including 
further abductions of civilians. 

	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, judiciary sources, and two former ADF hostages in eastern DRC, 
January 2026.

﻿86	 The Sentry interviews with seven former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants in eastern DRC, January 2026.
	 Amnesty International, “I’d Never Seen So Many Bodies: War Crimes by the Allied Democratic Forces in the Eastern 

Democratic Republic of Congo,” May 2026, available at: https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/
Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-
of-Congo.pdf 

﻿87	 The Sentry interviews with seven former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 Amnesty International, “I’d Never Seen So Many Bodies: War Crimes by the Allied Democratic Forces in the Eastern 

Democratic Republic of Congo,” May 2026, available at: https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/
Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-
of-Congo.pdf

﻿88	 The Sentry interviews with five former ADF hostages and three ex-combatants in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 Amnesty International, “I’d Never Seen So Many Bodies: War Crimes by the Allied Democratic Forces in the Eastern 

Democratic Republic of Congo,” May 2026, available at: https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/
Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-
of-Congo.pdf

	 Akonkwa Zawadi Ghislaine and Caleb Weiss, “The Women Inside ISCAP: Governance, Coercion, and Insurgent 
Sustainability,” CTC Sentinel, May 2026, available at: https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-women-inside-iscap-governance-

https://www.congoquotidien.com/2025/03/11/actualite-rdc-fardc-recrues-adf/
https://www.congoquotidien.com/2025/03/11/actualite-rdc-fardc-recrues-adf/
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.com/reports/analytical-briefing-infiltration-tactics-and-intelligence-vulnerabilities-adf-is-cap-in-the-great-lakes-region
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.com/reports/analytical-briefing-infiltration-tactics-and-intelligence-vulnerabilities-adf-is-cap-in-the-great-lakes-region
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-women-inside-iscap-governance-coercion-and-insurgent-sustainability/


35 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

coercion-and-insurgent-sustainability/ 
﻿89	 Kristof Titeca and Giovanni Salvaggio, “Beyond the Jihadist Label: Understanding the ADF’s Multilayered Violence,” 

Egmont paper 135, January 2026, available at: https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2026/01/Titeca_Salvaggio_
Paper_135_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf

﻿90	 The Sentry interviews with civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿91	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Q&A | The Islamic State’s Pivot to Africa,” September 4, 2025, available at: 

https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa 
	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirtieth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted 

pursuant to resolution 2610 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” July 15, 2022, 
available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2022/547

	 Caleb Weill, “Rumble in the Jungle: ISCAP’s Rising Threat,” Hoover Institution, June 6, 2023, available at: https://www.
hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat

﻿92	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Q&A | The Islamic State’s Pivot to Africa,” September 4, 2025, available at: 
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa  

	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirtieth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team submitted 
pursuant to resolution 2610 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” July 15, 2022, 
available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2022/547

	 Caleb Weill, “Rumble in the Jungle: ISCAP’s Rising Threat,” Hoover Institution, June 6, 2023, available at: https://www.
hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat

﻿93	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirty-sixth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team 
submitted pursuant to resolution 2734 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” 
S/2025/482, July 24, 2025, para. 30, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/482 

﻿94	 The Sentry interviews with military judicial investigators, local researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC, January 
2026. 

	 Radio Okapi, “Plus 20 personnes condamnées à de lourdes peines pour leurs liens avec les ADF à Beni,” (More than 
20 people were sentenced to heavy prison terms for their links with the ADF in Beni), October 7, 2025, available at: 
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-
leurs-liens-avec

﻿95	 The Sentry interviews with released ADF hostages, judiciary sources, and researchers in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿96	 Célia Cuordifede, “Starlink: The Newest Asset for Rebel and Jihadist Groups in West Africa,” Le Monde, July 5, 2025, 

available at: https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2025/07/05/starlink-the-newest-asset-for-rebel-and-jihadist-
groups-in-west-africa_6743055_4.html

	 African Security Analysis, “Starlink and African Jihadist Networks,” September 17, 2025, available at: https://www.
africansecurityanalysis.org/reports/starlink-and-african-jihadist-networks  

﻿97	 Gaetano Sicolo, “Dark Signals: The Growing Threat of Satellite Internet in Extremist Networks. Global Network on 
Extremism and Technology,” December 18, 2024, available at: https://gnet-research.org/2024/12/18/dark-signals-the-
growing-threat-of-satellite-internet-in-extremist-networks/

	 African Security Analysis, “Starlink and African Jihadist Networks,” September 2025, available at: https://www.
africansecurityanalysis.org/reports/starlink-and-african-jihadist-networks 

﻿98	 The Sentry interviews with released ADF hostages, judiciary sources, and researchers in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿99	 Moses Kinyanjui, “Starlink Blocks Ugandan Users After Government’s Request,” Citizen Digital, January 5, 2026, 

available at: https://citizen.digital/article/starlink-blocks-ugandan-users-after-governments-request-n375272
	 The Monitor, “Starlink Accepts Govt Request to Block Ugandan Users Ahead of Polls,” January 3, 2026, available at: 

https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/starlink-accepts-govt-request-to-block-ugandan-users-ahead-of-
polls-5315040

﻿100	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources, local researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 Radio Okapi, “Plus 20 personnes condamnées à de lourdes peines pour leurs liens avec les ADF à Beni,” (More than 

https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-women-inside-iscap-governance-coercion-and-insurgent-sustainability/
https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2026/01/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_135_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf
https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2026/01/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_135_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2022/547
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2022/547
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
https://www.hoover.org/research/rumble-jungle-iscaps-rising-threat
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/482
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2025/07/05/starlink-the-newest-asset-for-rebel-and-jihadist-groups-in-west-africa_6743055_4.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2025/07/05/starlink-the-newest-asset-for-rebel-and-jihadist-groups-in-west-africa_6743055_4.html
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.org/reports/starlink-and-african-jihadist-networks
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.org/reports/starlink-and-african-jihadist-networks
https://gnet-research.org/2024/12/18/dark-signals-the-growing-threat-of-satellite-internet-in-extremist-networks/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/12/18/dark-signals-the-growing-threat-of-satellite-internet-in-extremist-networks/
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.org/reports/starlink-and-african-jihadist-networks
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.org/reports/starlink-and-african-jihadist-networks
https://citizen.digital/article/starlink-blocks-ugandan-users-after-governments-request-n375272
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/starlink-accepts-govt-request-to-block-ugandan-users-ahead-of-polls-5315040
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/starlink-accepts-govt-request-to-block-ugandan-users-ahead-of-polls-5315040
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/starlink-accepts-govt-request-to-block-ugandan-users-ahead-of-polls-5315040


36 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

20 people were sentenced to heavy prison terms for their links with the ADF in Beni), October 7, 2025, available at: 
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-
leurs-liens-avec 

﻿101	 The Sentry interviews with gold dealers, researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC between December 2025 and 
February 2026. 

	 Radio France International, “Est de la RDC: les ADF étendent leurs attaques aux intérêts économiques, notamment 
miniers,” (Eastern DRC: ADF extends attacks to economic interests, particularly in the mining sector), March 19, 
2026, available at: https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-
économiques-notamment-miniers 

	 Mines.cd, “Lubero: inquiétudes autour de la traçabilité des minerais exploités par une milice à Bapere,” (Lubero: 
inquiétudes autour de la traçabilité des minerais exploités par une milice à Bapere), September 4, 2025, available at: 
https://mines.cd/lubero-inquietudes-autour-de-la-tracabilite-des-minerais-exploites-par-une-milice-a-bapere/

	 CENCO, “Cartographie des sites miniers artisanaux des territoires de Beni et Lubero dans la province du Nord-Kivu 
en RD Congo,” (Mapping of artisanal mining sites in the Beni and Lubero territories of North Kivu province, DR Congo), 
August 2019, available at: https://cpn.nd.edu/assets/564531/cartographie_sites_miniers_orn_butembo_beni.pdf 

﻿102	 The Sentry interviews with gold dealers, researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC between December 2025 and 
February 2026.

﻿103	 Radio France International, “Est de la RDC: les ADF étendent leurs attaques aux intérêts économiques, notamment 
miniers,” (Eastern DRC: ADF extends attacks to economic interests, particularly in the mining sector), March 19, 
2026, available at: https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-
économiques-notamment-miniers 

﻿104	 See Annex 3.
﻿105	 Radio France International, “Est de la RDC: les ADF étendent leurs attaques aux intérêts économiques, notamment 

miniers,” (Eastern DRC: ADF extends attacks to economic interests, particularly in the mining sector), March 19, 
2026, available at: https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-
économiques-notamment-miniers 

	 Radio Okapi, “Plus 20 personnes condamnées à de lourdes peines pour leurs liens avec les ADF à Beni,” (More than 
20 people were sentenced to heavy prison terms for their links with the ADF in Beni) October 7, 2025, available at: 
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-
leurs-liens-avec

﻿106	 The Sentry interviews with four former ADF hostages and two ex-combatants, gold dealers, local researchers, and 
civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026.

﻿107	 Claude Sengenya, “RDC: l’attaque de Muchacha revendiquée par l’Etat islamique, menée par des ADF venus des 
Bapere (Lubero),” (DRC: Muchacha attack claimed by Islamic State, carried out by ADF fighters from the Bapere 
region), Actualite.cd, March 15, 2026, available at: https://actualite.cd/2026/03/15/rdc-lattaque-de-muchacha-
revendiquee-par-letat-islamique-menee-par-des-adf-venus-des

	 Claude Sengenya, “RDC: des ADF d’Abwakasi dans la RFO, des sources évoquent l’intention des islamistes de voler 
à la rescousse de Musa Baluku malmené dans la chefferie de Walese-Karo,” (DRC: ADF fighters from Abwakasi 
have entered the RFO; sources suggest the Islamists intend to come to the aid of Musa Baluku, who is under 
heavy pressure in the Walese-Karo chiefdom), Actualite.cd, March 18, 2026, available at: https://actualite.cd/index.
php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de

﻿108	 The Sentry interviews with gold dealers, researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC between December 2025 and 
February 2026. 

	 Radio France International, “Est de la RDC: les ADF étendent leurs attaques aux intérêts économiques, notamment 
miniers,” (Eastern DRC: ADF expands attacks to economic interests, particularly in the mining sector), March 19, 
2026, available at: https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-
économiques-notamment-miniers

	 Mines.cd, “Lubero: inquiétudes autour de la traçabilité des minerais exploités par une milice à Bapere,” (Lubero: 
concerns regarding the traceability of minerals mined by a militia in Bapere), September 4, 2025, available at: https://

https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://mines.cd/lubero-inquietudes-autour-de-la-tracabilite-des-minerais-exploites-par-une-milice-a-bapere/
https://mines.cd/lubero-inquietudes-autour-de-la-tracabilite-des-minerais-exploites-par-une-milice-a-bapere/
https://cpn.nd.edu/assets/564531/cartographie_sites_miniers_orn_butembo_beni.pdf
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/07/actualite/justice/plus-20-personnes-condamnees-de-lourdes-peines-pour-leurs-liens-avec
https://actualite.cd/2026/03/15/rdc-lattaque-de-muchacha-revendiquee-par-letat-islamique-menee-par-des-adf-venus-des
https://actualite.cd/2026/03/15/rdc-lattaque-de-muchacha-revendiquee-par-letat-islamique-menee-par-des-adf-venus-des
https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de
https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260319-est-de-la-rdc-les-adf-étendent-leurs-attaques-aux-intérêts-économiques-notamment-miniers
https://mines.cd/lubero-inquietudes-autour-de-la-tracabilite-des-minerais-exploites-par-une-milice-a-bapere/


37 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

mines.cd/lubero-inquietudes-autour-de-la-tracabilite-des-minerais-exploites-par-une-milice-a-bapere/ 
	 CENCO, “Cartographie des sites miniers artisanaux des territoires de Beni et Lubero dans la province du Nord-Kivu 

en RD Congo,” (Mapping of artisanal mining sites in the Beni and Lubero territories of North Kivu province, DR Congo), 
August 2019, available at: https://cpn.nd.edu/assets/564531/cartographie_sites_miniers_orn_butembo_beni.pdf  

﻿109	 The Sentry interviews with eight gold dealers, four civil society leaders, and five local researchers in eastern DRC, 
January 2026.

﻿110	 At an estimated $8 per gram margin, Manguredjipa’s gold trade generates roughly $6.4 million per year in trader profits 
($8 × 800,000 grams). Assuming the ADF captures between 15% and 25% of this value, consistent with statistically 
observed armed group taxation or revenue extraction rates in similar conflict gold economies, the group’s annual gold-
related revenue would range from approximately $960,000 to $1.6 million. 

	 The Sentry interviews with eight gold dealers, four civil society leaders, and five local researchers in eastern DRC, 
January 2026.

﻿111	 Azarias Mokonzi, “Nord-Kivu: Affrontements entre NDC-Rénové et ADF pour le contrôle d’un site minier à Lukayayo,” 
Mines.cd, September 8, 2025, available at: https://mines.cd/nord-kivu-affrontements-entre-ndc-renove-et-adf-pour-le-
controle-dun-site-minier-a-lukayayo/

	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm Report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, para. 30, 
available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969

﻿112	 The Sentry interviews with economic actors, researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC from December 2025 to 
March 2026. 

	 Congo Research Group and Ebuteli, “Fighting Fire with Fire in Eastern Congo. The Wazalendo Phenomenon and 
the Outsourcing of Warfare,” May 2025, available at: https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-
72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf 

﻿113	 Radio Okapi, “Lubero: des miliciens accusés de diverses exactions contre les populations à Botambisi,” (Lubero: 
Militiamen accused of various abuses against the population in Botambisi), January 27, 2024, available at: https://www.
radiookapi.net/2024/01/27/actualite/securite/lubero-des-miliciens-accuses-de-diverses-exactions-contre-les

﻿114	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, local researchers, civil society, and business traders in eastern DRC 
between December 2025 and March 2026.

﻿115	 The main gold traders reported by sources interviewed during The Sentry’s field investigations and also cited by UN 
and other reports include Muhindo Muhiwa “Epa,” Katina Kambale Mbayahi “Dido,” Kambale Vikalwe “Edouard,” and 
Nzanzu Mbusa Jeanne. Mrs. Mbusa is the widow of the late Kisoni Kambale “Kidubai,” who was sanctioned by the UN 
Security Council in March 2007 for militia financing. Kambale was delisted in 2008 following his death the previous 
year. See:

	 The Sentry interviews with eight gold dealers, four civil society leaders, and five local researchers in eastern DRC, 
January 2026. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” 2019, para. 175.
	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2016/466, 2016, para. 144, available at: 

https://docs.un.org/en/S/2016/466
	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2011/345, June 7, 2011, available at: https://

press.un.org/en/2007/sc8987.doc.htm. 
	 Open Sanctions, “Butembo Airlines,” available at: https://www.opensanctions.org/entities/NK-

n8RrwXZhiLzYy63URBzz4k/ (last accessed October 5, 2026). 
	 UN Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2021/560, June 10, 2021, paras. 98-99 and Annex 77, 

available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2021/560
﻿116	 The Sentry interviews with eight gold dealers, four civil society leaders, and five local researchers in eastern DRC, 

January 2026. 
﻿117	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/432, 2024, paras. 211-213, available at: 

https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/432
	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, July 3, 2025, para. 168, available 

https://mines.cd/lubero-inquietudes-autour-de-la-tracabilite-des-minerais-exploites-par-une-milice-a-bapere/
https://cpn.nd.edu/assets/564531/cartographie_sites_miniers_orn_butembo_beni.pdf
https://mines.cd/nord-kivu-affrontements-entre-ndc-renove-et-adf-pour-le-controle-dun-site-minier-a-lukayayo/
https://mines.cd/nord-kivu-affrontements-entre-ndc-renove-et-adf-pour-le-controle-dun-site-minier-a-lukayayo/
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2024\969
https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf
https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf
https://www.radiookapi.net/2024/01/27/actualite/securite/lubero-des-miliciens-accuses-de-diverses-exactions-contre-les
https://www.radiookapi.net/2024/01/27/actualite/securite/lubero-des-miliciens-accuses-de-diverses-exactions-contre-les
https://docs.un.org/en/S/2016/466
https://press.un.org/en/2007/sc8987.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2007/sc8987.doc.htm
https://www.opensanctions.org/entities/NK-n8RrwXZhiLzYy63URBzz4k/
https://www.opensanctions.org/entities/NK-n8RrwXZhiLzYy63URBzz4k/
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2021\560
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/432
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/432
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446


38 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” 2019, para. 179 describes trade dealings 

between Butembo-based gold traders using forged documents to trade gold through Kasindi to Uganda.
“Chuni” Lhodia and Semeer Bhimdji, “The Intermediaries Traders Who Threaten the Democratic Republic of Congo’s Efforts 

for Conflict-Free Gold,” IMPACT, September 2020, p. 39, available at: https://impacttransform.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/09/The-Intermediaries_Sept-2020_EN-web.pdf 

﻿118	 The Sentry interviews with eight gold dealers, four civil society leaders, and five local researchers in eastern DRC, 
January 2026. 

	 The Sentry interviews with gold dealers and refiners, civil society, government officials, and local researchers in 
Uganda, February 2026.

﻿119	 The Sentry interviews with local dwellers, economic actors, local researchers, military intelligence, United Nations, and 
civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026.

	 Radio Okapi, “The FARDC and Young People Recover the Bodies of 25 Civilians Killed by the ADF in Walese 
Vonkutu,” January 26, 2026, available at: https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/26/actualite/securite/les-fardc-et-des-
jeunes-recuperent-les-corps-de-25-civils-tues-par-les

	 Radio Okapi, “Gradual Return of Displaced Persons to Walese Vonkutu Thanks to the Improved Security Situation,” 
June 17, 2025, available at: https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/06/19/actualite/securite/retour-progressif-des-deplaces-
walese-vonkutu-grace-laccalmie

﻿120	 The Sentry interviews with local researchers, cocoa farmers, traders, and civil society in eastern DRC between 
December 2025 and January 2026.

﻿121	 Roger Kakulirahi, “Ituri- Phénomène “jeton” imposé par des ADF à Mambasa: Enfin, l’administrateur s’exprime,” (Ituri 
– The “token” system imposed by the ADF in Mambasa: The administrator finally speaks out), Depeche, January 
15, 2026, available at: https://depeche.cd/2026/01/15/ituri-phenomene-jeton-impose-par-des-adf-a-mambasa-enfin-
ladministrateur-sexprime/

﻿122	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Q&A | The Islamic State’s Pivot to Africa,” September 4, 2025, available at: 
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa

	 Adam Ntwari, “Lubero: une attaque des ADF fait au moins 15 morts, la société civile déplore le manque d’intervention 
des forces armées,” (Lubero: ADF attack leaves at least 15 dead; civil society decries lack of intervention by armed 
forces), SOS Media Burundi, February 9, 2026, available at: https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2026/02/09/lubero-
une-attaque-des-adf-fait-au-moins-15-morts-la-societe-civile-deplore-le-manque-dintervention-des-forces-armees/

	 Radio Okapi, “Au moins 20 morts et des blessés graves lors des combats FARDC-ADF à Mambasa,” (At least 20 
dead and others seriously injured in FARDC-ADF fighting in Mambasa) January 12, 2026, available at: https://www.
radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf

	 Merveilles Kiro, “Haut-Uélé: pris en otages par les ADF, plus de 100 civils sauvés par les FARDC,” (Haut-Uélé: More 
than 100 civilians held hostage by the ADF rescued by the FARDC), Congo Rassure, March 31, 2026, available at: 
https://congorassure.com/securite/2026/03/31/haut-uele-pris-en-otages-par-les-adf-plus-de-100-civils-sauves-par-les-
fardc

﻿123	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/432, 2024, para. 15 and Annex 5, 
available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/432

﻿124	 The Sentry interviews with military and intelligence sources, United Nations, civil society, local researchers, and 
former ADF hostages and combatants in eastern DRC between December 2025 and January 2026.

﻿125	 The Sentry interviews with United Nations, military and intelligence sources, local researchers, cocoa traders, and civil 
society in eastern DRC between December 2025 and January 2026.

	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts on the Democratic Republic of the Congo,” 
S/2022/479, June 14, 2022, paras. 30-32, Annex 8, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2022/479

	 Media Congo, “Ituri: ‘The Banyabwisha Have Become Unwelcome People in Our Province’ (Emmanuel Leku),” July 7, 
2021, available at: https://www.mediacongo.net/article-actualite-89785_ituri_les_banyabwisha_sont_devenus_des_
personnes_non_gratta_dans_notre_province_emmanuel_leku.html 

https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://impacttransform.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/The-Intermediaries_Sept-2020_EN-web.pdf
https://impacttransform.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/The-Intermediaries_Sept-2020_EN-web.pdf
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/26/actualite/securite/les-fardc-et-des-jeunes-recuperent-les-corps-de-25-civils-tues-par-les
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/26/actualite/securite/les-fardc-et-des-jeunes-recuperent-les-corps-de-25-civils-tues-par-les
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/06/19/actualite/securite/retour-progressif-des-deplaces-walese-vonkutu-grace-laccalmie
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/06/19/actualite/securite/retour-progressif-des-deplaces-walese-vonkutu-grace-laccalmie
file://\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\Glassman\Library\CloudStorage\Tresorit-SashaL\Editorial%20Production\DRC-ADF\available%20at%20https:\depeche.cd\2026\01\15\ituri-phenomene-jeton-impose-par-des-adf-a-mambasa-enfin-ladministrateur-sexprime
file://\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\Glassman\Library\CloudStorage\Tresorit-SashaL\Editorial%20Production\DRC-ADF\available%20at%20https:\depeche.cd\2026\01\15\ituri-phenomene-jeton-impose-par-des-adf-a-mambasa-enfin-ladministrateur-sexprime
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2026/02/09/lubero-une-attaque-des-adf-fait-au-moins-15-morts-la-societe-civile-deplore-le-manque-dintervention-des-forces-armees/
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2026/02/09/lubero-une-attaque-des-adf-fait-au-moins-15-morts-la-societe-civile-deplore-le-manque-dintervention-des-forces-armees/
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf
https://congorassure.com/securite/2026/03/31/haut-uele-pris-en-otages-par-les-adf-plus-de-100-civils-sauves-par-les-fardc
https://congorassure.com/securite/2026/03/31/haut-uele-pris-en-otages-par-les-adf-plus-de-100-civils-sauves-par-les-fardc
https://congorassure.com/securite/2026/03/31/haut-uele-pris-en-otages-par-les-adf-plus-de-100-civils-sauves-par-les-fardc
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/432
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2022/479
https://www.mediacongo.net/article-actualite-89785_ituri_les_banyabwisha_sont_devenus_des_personnes_non_gratta_dans_notre_province_emmanuel_leku.html
https://www.mediacongo.net/article-actualite-89785_ituri_les_banyabwisha_sont_devenus_des_personnes_non_gratta_dans_notre_province_emmanuel_leku.html


39 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

﻿126	 The Sentry interviews with eight former ADF hostages, two ex-combatants, local researchers, and military intelligence 
in eastern DRC, January 2026. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, para. 22 
and Annex 6, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969

	 Radio France International, “Est de la RDC: nouvelle attaque des ADF à Mambasa, plusieurs civils pris en otage,” 
(Eastern DRC: new ADF attack in Mambasa, several civilians taken hostage), April 7, 2026, available at: https://www.
rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260406-est-de-la-rdc-nouvelle-attaque-des-adf-à-mambasa-plusieurs-civils-pris-en-otage 

﻿127	 The Sentry interviews with economic actors, civil society, military and intelligence sources, and local researchers in 
eastern DRC between December 2025 and January 2026.

﻿128	 The Sentry interviews with three former ADF hostages and judiciary sources in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿129	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, United Nations, local researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC 

between December 2025 and January 2026. 
	 Claude Sengenya, “RDC: des ADF d’Abwakasi dans la RFO, des sources évoquent l’intention des islamistes de voler 

à la rescousse de Musa Baluku malmené dans la chefferie de Walese-Karo,” (DRC: ADF fighters from Abwakasi 
have entered the RFO; sources suggest the Islamists intend to come to the aid of Musa Baluku, who is under 
heavy pressure in the Walese-Karo chiefdom), Actualite.cd, March 18, 2026, available at: https://actualite.cd/index.
php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de

	 Claude Sengenya, “RDC: l’attaque de Muchacha revendiquée par l’Etat islamique, menée par des ADF venus des 
Bapere (Lubero),” (DRC: Muchacha attack claimed by Islamic State, carried out by ADF fighters from the Bapere 
area (Lubero)), Actualite.cd, March 15, 2026, available at: https://actualite.cd/2026/03/15/rdc-lattaque-de-muchacha-
revendiquee-par-letat-islamique-menee-par-des-adf-venus-des

	 Radio Okapi, “Au moins 20 morts et des blessés graves lors des combats FARDC-ADF à Mambasa,” (At least 20 
dead and others seriously injured in FARDC-ADF fighting in Mambasa), January 12, 2026, available at: https://www.
radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf

﻿130	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, judiciary sources, and local researchers in eastern DRC, January 
2026.

	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Q&A | The Islamic State’s Pivot to Africa,” September 4, 2025, available at: 
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa

﻿131	 United Nations Security Council, “Thirty-seventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team 
submitted pursuant to resolution 2734 concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities,” 
S/2026/44, February 4, 2026, para. 31, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44 

﻿132	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Q&A | The Islamic State’s Pivot to Africa,” September 4, 2025, available at: 
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa

	 Kristof Titeca and Giovanni Salvaggio, “Beyond the Jihadist Label: Understanding the ADF’s Multilayered Violence,” 
Egmont paper 135, January 2026, available at: https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2026/01/Titeca_Salvaggio_
Paper_135_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf

﻿133	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources, military intelligence, United Nations, civil society, and local researchers in 
eastern DRC, January 2026.

﻿134	 The Sentry interviews with civil society, local researchers, and gold traders. 
	 African Security Analysis, “Arming of Terrorist Armed Groups in the Sahel and Central Africa: Evolution of a 

Multidimensional Regional Threat,” April 12, 2025, available at: https://www.africansecurityanalysis.com/reports/
arming-of-terrorist-armed-groups-in-the-sahel-and-central-africa-evolution-of-a-multidimensional-regional-threat 

﻿135	 CODECO maintains an ambiguous posture toward the Congolese army. For example, a significant faction announced 
its readiness to join the army reserve (RAD) in October 2025. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” June 2026, pp. 36-38.
	 Radio Okapi, “Près de 50 000 miliciens CODECO prêts à rejoindre la RAD en Ituri,” (Nearly 50,000 CODECO militia 

members ready to join the RAD in Ituri), October 29, 2025, available at: https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/29/
actualite/securite/pres-de-50-000-miliciens-codeco-prets-rejoindre-la-rad-en-ituri 

file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2024\969
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260406-est-de-la-rdc-nouvelle-attaque-des-adf-à-mambasa-plusieurs-civils-pris-en-otage
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20260406-est-de-la-rdc-nouvelle-attaque-des-adf-à-mambasa-plusieurs-civils-pris-en-otage
https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de
https://actualite.cd/index.php/2026/03/18/rdc-des-adf-dabwakasi-dans-la-rfo-des-sources-evoquent-lintention-des-islamistes-de
https://actualite.cd/2026/03/15/rdc-lattaque-de-muchacha-revendiquee-par-letat-islamique-menee-par-des-adf-venus-des
https://actualite.cd/2026/03/15/rdc-lattaque-de-muchacha-revendiquee-par-letat-islamique-menee-par-des-adf-venus-des
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/12/actualite/securite/au-moins-20-morts-et-des-blesses-graves-lors-des-combats-fardc-adf
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2026/44
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://acleddata.com/qa/qa-islamic-states-pivot-africa
https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2026/01/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_135_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf
https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2026/01/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_135_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.com/reports/arming-of-terrorist-armed-groups-in-the-sahel-and-central-africa-evolution-of-a-multidimensional-regional-threat
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.com/reports/arming-of-terrorist-armed-groups-in-the-sahel-and-central-africa-evolution-of-a-multidimensional-regional-threat
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/29/actualite/securite/pres-de-50-000-miliciens-codeco-prets-rejoindre-la-rad-en-ituri
https://www.radiookapi.net/2025/10/29/actualite/securite/pres-de-50-000-miliciens-codeco-prets-rejoindre-la-rad-en-ituri


40 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

﻿136	 The Sentry interviews with local and international researchers, civil society, military intelligence, and judiciary sources 
in eastern DRC between December 2025 and February 2026.

﻿137	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, paras. 
27-29 and Annex 9, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969 

﻿138	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, paras. 
27-29 and Annex 9, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969 

﻿139	 Agence Congolaise de Presse, “Nord-Kivu: treize présumés collaborateurs des ADF et du mouvement AFC-M23 
présentés à Beni,” (North Kivu: thirteen alleged collaborators of the ADF and the AFC-M23 movement presented 
in Beni), May 19, 2026, available at: https://acp.cd/nation/nord-kivu-treize-presumes-collaborateurs-des-adf-et-du-
mouvement-afc-m23-presentes-a-beni/ 

﻿140	 Agence Congolaise de Presse, “Nord-Kivu: treize présumés collaborateurs des ADF et du mouvement AFC-M23 
présentés à Beni,” (North Kivu: thirteen alleged collaborators of the ADF and the AFC-M23 movement presented 
in Beni) May 19, 2026, available at: https://acp.cd/nation/nord-kivu-treize-presumes-collaborateurs-des-adf-et-du-
mouvement-afc-m23-presentes-a-beni/  

﻿141	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources in eastern DRC and Kinshasa, January and February 2026.
﻿142	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence and local researchers in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿143	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence and judiciary sources, local researchers, and civil society in eastern 

DRC, January 2026.
﻿144	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence and judiciary sources and local researchers in eastern DRC, January 

2026.
	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, para. 31 

and Annex 11, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, para. 132, available at: https://

docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
	 Muhoozi Kainerugaba, X (Twitter) Post, November 6, 2022, available at: https://x.com/mkainerugaba/

status/1589297945283002372 (last accessed July 27, 2026).
	 Muhoozi Kainerugaba, X (Twitter) post, January 23, 2022, available at: https://x.com/mkainerugaba/

status/1485092752459280386 (last accessed July 27, 2026). 
﻿145	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence and United Nations in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿146	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources, military intelligence, United Nations, civil society, and local researchers in 

eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿147	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, para. 132, available at: https://

docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
	 Joel Losinu, “Ituri: l’armée annonce avoir capturé 49 miliciens CRP et 100 autres se sont rendus,” (Ituri: The army 

announces the capture of 49 CRP militia members, and another 100 have surrendered), 7Sur7, February 23, 2026, 
available at: https://7sur7.cd/2026/02/23/ituri-larmee-annonce-avoir-capture-49-miliciens-crp-et-100-autres-se-sont-
rendus

	 Prosper Buhuru, “Ituri: les FARDC saisissent un important arsenal de la milice de Thomas Lubanga à Djugu,” (Ituri: 
FARDC seize a large arsenal from Thomas Lubanga’s militia in Djugu) Opinion Info, November 10, 2025, available at: 
https://www.opinion-info.cd/societe/2025/11/10/ituri-les-fardc-saisissent-un-important-arsenal-de-la-milice-de-thomas-
lubanga

	 Alur du Monde, “Ituri: les FARDC dénoncent une campagne de désinformation visant à affaiblir l’armée,” (Ituri: 
FARDC denounce a disinformation campaign aimed at weakening the army), January 16, 2026, available at: https://
alurdumonde.net/ituri-les-fardc-denoncent-une-campagne-de-desinformation-visant-a-affaiblir-larmee-avant-les-
attaques-de-la-crp/

﻿148	 The Sentry interviews with judiciary sources and local researchers in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿149	 The Sentry interviews with local and international researchers and civil society in eastern DRC in December 2025 and 

January 2026. 

file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\docs.un.org\en\s\2024\969
https://d.docs.live.net/6cba106542a5e6d9/Documents/Erin%20Mulligan%20Editing%20Business/Old%20Jobs/The%20Sentry/Jobs/2026/available%20at%20https:/docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
https://acp.cd/nation/nord-kivu-treize-presumes-collaborateurs-des-adf-et-du-mouvement-afc-m23-presentes-a-beni/
https://acp.cd/nation/nord-kivu-treize-presumes-collaborateurs-des-adf-et-du-mouvement-afc-m23-presentes-a-beni/
https://acp.cd/nation/nord-kivu-treize-presumes-collaborateurs-des-adf-et-du-mouvement-afc-m23-presentes-a-beni/
https://acp.cd/nation/nord-kivu-treize-presumes-collaborateurs-des-adf-et-du-mouvement-afc-m23-presentes-a-beni/
https://d.docs.live.net/6cba106542a5e6d9/Documents/Erin%20Mulligan%20Editing%20Business/Old%20Jobs/The%20Sentry/Jobs/2026/available%20at%20https:/docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
file:///\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\x.com\mkainerugaba\status\1589297945283002372
file:///\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\x.com\mkainerugaba\status\1589297945283002372
file:///\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\x.com\mkainerugaba\status\1485092752459280386
file:///\\tresoritdrive_af4300b2cf78c4793ce492916c1070ce.drive.tresorit.com\Tresorit%20Drive(6610F2B6-C968-45D4-9CE5-7CF4016D3F82)\.tresorit\Editorial%20Production\C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\x.com\mkainerugaba\status\1485092752459280386
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://7sur7.cd/2026/02/23/ituri-larmee-annonce-avoir-capture-49-miliciens-crp-et-100-autres-se-sont-rendus
https://7sur7.cd/2026/02/23/ituri-larmee-annonce-avoir-capture-49-miliciens-crp-et-100-autres-se-sont-rendus
https://www.opinion-info.cd/societe/2025/11/10/ituri-les-fardc-saisissent-un-important-arsenal-de-la-milice-de-thomas-lubanga
https://www.opinion-info.cd/societe/2025/11/10/ituri-les-fardc-saisissent-un-important-arsenal-de-la-milice-de-thomas-lubanga
https://www.opinion-info.cd/societe/2025/11/10/ituri-les-fardc-saisissent-un-important-arsenal-de-la-milice-de-thomas-lubanga
https://alurdumonde.net/ituri-les-fardc-denoncent-une-campagne-de-desinformation-visant-a-affaiblir-larmee-avant-les-attaques-de-la-crp/
https://alurdumonde.net/ituri-les-fardc-denoncent-une-campagne-de-desinformation-visant-a-affaiblir-larmee-avant-les-attaques-de-la-crp/
https://alurdumonde.net/ituri-les-fardc-denoncent-une-campagne-de-desinformation-visant-a-affaiblir-larmee-avant-les-attaques-de-la-crp/


41 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

	 Congo Research Group and Ebuteli, “Fighting Fire with Fire in Eastern Congo. The Wazalendo Phenomenon and 
the Outsourcing of Warfare,” May 2025, available at: https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-
72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf  

﻿150	 The Sentry interviews with civil society and military intelligence in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
﻿151	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, United Nations, civil society, and local researchers in eastern DRC 

from December 2025 to February 2026. 
	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Africa Overview: December 2025,” December 8, 2025, available at: https://

acleddata.com/update/africa-overview-december-2025
	 Radio Moto, “Lubero: Une rumeur sur la présence des éléments ADF et UPLC provoque le déplacement des habitants 

de Kaheku,” (Lubero: A rumor about the presence of ADF and UPLC elements causes the displacement of Kaheku 
residents), available at: https://www.radiomoto.net/2025/09/15/lubero-une-rumeur-sur-la-presence-des-elements-adf-
et-uplc-provoque-le-deplacement-des-habitants-de-kaheku/ 

	 Congo Research Group and Ebuteli, “Fighting Fire with Fire in Eastern Congo. The Wazalendo Phenomenon and 
the Outsourcing of Warfare,” May 2025, available at: https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-
72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf

﻿152	 Héritier Timolo, “Ituri: 50 éléments de la milice Tchini ya Tuna déposent leurs armes,” (Ituri: 50 members of the Tchini 
ya Tuna militia lay down their arms), Forum Desas, February 23, 2026, available at: https://forumdesas.cd/index.php/
ituri-50-elements-de-la-milice-tchini-ya-tuna-deposent-leurs-armes

	 Dieumerci Matu Chub, “Ituri: le mouvement Chini ya Tuna dément toute alliance avec Thomas Lubanga,” (Ituri: The 
Chini ya Tuna movement denies any alliance with Thomas Lubanga), March 17, 2025, available at: https://www.
mediacongo.net/article-actualite-148560_ituri_le_mouvement_chini_ya_tuna_dement_toute_alliance_avec_thomas_
lubanga.html 

﻿153	 The Sentry interviews with civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, para. 31 

and Annex 11, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969 
﻿154	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Africa Overview: December 2025,” December 8, 2025, available at: https://

reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/acled-regional-overview-africa-december-2025 
	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, paras. 58, 112, available at: 

https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
﻿155	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence and United Nations in eastern DRC, January 2026. 
	 Radio Okapi, “Huit civils exécutés par des présumés miliciens de Tchini ya Tuna près de Bunia,” (Eight civilians 

executed by suspected Tchini ya Tuna militia members near Bunia) January 18, 2026, available at: https://www.
radiookapi.net/2026/01/18/actualite/securite/huit-civils-executes-par-des-presumes-miliciens-de-tchini-ya-tuna-pres 

﻿156	 The Sentry interviews with United Nations, military and intelligence sources, local researchers, cocoa traders, and civil 
society in eastern DRC between December 2025 and January 2026.

﻿157	 Congo Research Group and Ebuteli, “Uganda’s Operation Shujaa in the DRC: Fighting the ADF or Securing Economic 
Interests?” June 2022, available at: https://cic.nyu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/report-crg-ebuteli-uganda-
operation-shujaa-drc-adf-securing-economic-interests-1.pdf

﻿158	 Kristof Titeca and Giovanni Salvaggio. “Understanding Uganda’s (Ambiguous) Actions in Eastern DRC,” Egmont paper 
134, June 2025, p. 8, available at: https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2025/06/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_
vFinal.pdf?type=pdf

	 Radio France International, “Uganda’s DRC Mission Under Scrutiny amid Claims of Double Dealing,” 2024. 
﻿159	 The Sentry interviews with FARDC officers, military intelligence, local researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC, 

January 2026.
﻿160	 Business Insider Africa, “Uganda’s Gold Exports Jump Fivefold to $6.4bn, but Only $200m Stays in the Economy,” 

February 13, 2026, available at: https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/ugandas-gold-exports-jump-to-
dollar64-billion-in-2025-but-net-trade-gain-stands-at/jd93frc#:~:text=The%20gold%20paradox,traceability%20and%20
domestic%20value%20addition 

https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf
https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf
https://acleddata.com/update/africa-overview-december-2025
https://acleddata.com/update/africa-overview-december-2025
https://www.radiomoto.net/2025/09/15/lubero-une-rumeur-sur-la-presence-des-elements-adf-et-uplc-provoque-le-deplacement-des-habitants-de-kaheku/
https://www.radiomoto.net/2025/09/15/lubero-une-rumeur-sur-la-presence-des-elements-adf-et-uplc-provoque-le-deplacement-des-habitants-de-kaheku/
https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf
https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf
https://forumdesas.cd/index.php/ituri-50-elements-de-la-milice-tchini-ya-tuna-deposent-leurs-armes
https://forumdesas.cd/index.php/ituri-50-elements-de-la-milice-tchini-ya-tuna-deposent-leurs-armes
https://www.mediacongo.net/article-actualite-148560_ituri_le_mouvement_chini_ya_tuna_dement_toute_alliance_avec_thomas_lubanga.html
https://www.mediacongo.net/article-actualite-148560_ituri_le_mouvement_chini_ya_tuna_dement_toute_alliance_avec_thomas_lubanga.html
https://www.mediacongo.net/article-actualite-148560_ituri_le_mouvement_chini_ya_tuna_dement_toute_alliance_avec_thomas_lubanga.html
https://d.docs.live.net/6cba106542a5e6d9/Documents/Erin%20Mulligan%20Editing%20Business/Old%20Jobs/The%20Sentry/Jobs/2026/available%20at%20https:/docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/acled-regional-overview-africa-december-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/acled-regional-overview-africa-december-2025
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/18/actualite/securite/huit-civils-executes-par-des-presumes-miliciens-de-tchini-ya-tuna-pres
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/01/18/actualite/securite/huit-civils-executes-par-des-presumes-miliciens-de-tchini-ya-tuna-pres
https://cic.nyu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/report-crg-ebuteli-uganda-operation-shujaa-drc-adf-securing-economic-interests-1.pdf
https://cic.nyu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/report-crg-ebuteli-uganda-operation-shujaa-drc-adf-securing-economic-interests-1.pdf
https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2025/06/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf
https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2025/06/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf


42 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

	 Reuters, “Uganda’s Gold Exports Surged 76% Last Year to $5.8 billion,” Reuters, January 20, 2026, available at: 
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/ugandas-gold-exports-surged-76-last-year-to-58-billion-2026-01-20/ 

	 Swissaid, “United Arab Emirates: More Than Ever a Hub for Conflict Gold,” November 4, 2025, available at: https://
www.swissaid.ch/en/media/united-arab-emirates-more-than-ever-a-hub-for-conflict-gold/ 

	 Dorothy Nakaweesi, “2025: Uganda’s Gold Exports Hit Record Shs46 Trillion,” The Monitor, available at: https://www.
monitor.co.ug/uganda/business/commodities/2025-uganda-s-exports-hit-record-shs46-trillion--5320056

﻿161	 US Department of State, “Statement of Concern Related to Certain Minerals Supply Chains from Rwanda and Eastern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo Contributing to the Ongoing Conflict,” July 8, 2024, available at: https://2021-2025.
state.gov/statement-of-concern-related-to-certain-minerals-supply-chains-from-rwanda-and-eastern-democratic-
republic-of-the-congo-contributing-to-the-ongoing-conflict/

	 Ronald Musoke, “Gold Laundering Capital,” The Independent, August 18, 2025, available at: https://www.independent.
co.ug/gold-laundering-capital/

	 Musinguzi Blanshe, “Timber Smuggling from DRC, Through Uganda, to the Rest of the World,” Pulitzer Center, April 4, 
2023, available at: https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/timber-smuggling-drc-through-uganda-rest-world  

﻿162	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, paras. 57-59, available at: https://
docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446

﻿163	 On June 22, 2025, Muhoozi Kainerugaba said, “I want to thank H.E. Felix Tshisekedi and my counterpart in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Lt. General Jules Banza Mwilambwe for the excellent way our delegation was received 
in Kinshasa. I congratulate the people of both Uganda and DRC on the extension of the MOU on the joint operation 
(Operation Shujaa) between UPDF and FARDC on combating the terrorists.” See: 

	 Muhoozi Kainerugaba, X (Twitter) Post, June 22, 2025, available at: https://x.com/mkainerugaba/
status/1936797794162901457?lang=en (last accessed July 27, 2026). 

	 Kristof Titeca and Giovanni Salvaggio, “Understanding Uganda’s (Ambiguous) Actions in Eastern DRC,” Egmont paper 
134, June 2025, available at: https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2025/06/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_vFinal.
pdf?type=pdf

	 African Security Analysis, “General Muhoozi in Kinshasa: Authentic Joint Operations or Disruption?” June 23, 2025, 
available at: https://www.africansecurityanalysis.com/reports/general-muhoozi-in-kinshasa-authentic-joint-operations-
or-disruption 

	 Business Insider Africa, “Uganda’s Gold Exports Jump Fivefold to $6.4bn, but Only $200m Stays in the Economy,” 
February 13, 2026, available at: https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/ugandas-gold-exports-jump-to-
dollar64-billion-in-2025-but-net-trade-gain-stands-at/jd93frc#:~:text=The%20gold%20paradox,traceability%20and%20
domestic%20value%20addition 

	 Reuters, “Uganda’s Gold Exports Surged 76% Last Year to $5.8 Billion,” January 20, 2026, available at: https://www.
reuters.com/world/africa/ugandas-gold-exports-surged-76-last-year-to-58-billion-2026-01-20/ 

﻿164	 Uganda People’s Defense Forces (UPDF), “UPDF, FARDC Review Joint Operations Against ADF in Eastern DRC,” 
February 11, 2026, available at: https://www.updf.go.ug/operation-shujaa/updf-fardc-review-joint-operations-against-
adf-in-eastern-drc/ 

﻿165	 The Sentry interviews with FARDC officers, military intelligence, United Nations, local and international researchers, 
and civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026. 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, para. 57, available at: https://docs.
un.org/en/s/2025/446

	 Nirvaly Mooloo, “Focusing on M23 Allows ADF Insurgents to Expand in Eastern DRC,” ISS Africa, September 22, 
2025, available at: https://issafrica.org/iss-today/focusing-on-m23-allows-adf-insurgents-to-expand-in-eastern-drc

﻿166	 Amnesty International, “I’d Never Seen So Many Bodies: War Crimes by the Allied Democratic Forces in the Eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo,” May 2026, available at: https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/
Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-
of-Congo.pdf

	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “ACLED Explorer,” available at: https://acleddata.com/platform/explorer (last 

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/ugandas-gold-exports-surged-76-last-year-to-58-billion-2026-01-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/ugandas-gold-exports-surged-76-last-year-to-58-billion-2026-01-20/
https://www.swissaid.ch/en/media/united-arab-emirates-more-than-ever-a-hub-for-conflict-gold/
https://www.swissaid.ch/en/media/united-arab-emirates-more-than-ever-a-hub-for-conflict-gold/
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/business/commodities/2025-uganda-s-exports-hit-record-shs46-trillion--5320056
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/business/commodities/2025-uganda-s-exports-hit-record-shs46-trillion--5320056
https://2021-2025.state.gov/statement-of-concern-related-to-certain-minerals-supply-chains-from-rwanda-and-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-contributing-to-the-ongoing-conflict/
https://2021-2025.state.gov/statement-of-concern-related-to-certain-minerals-supply-chains-from-rwanda-and-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-contributing-to-the-ongoing-conflict/
https://2021-2025.state.gov/statement-of-concern-related-to-certain-minerals-supply-chains-from-rwanda-and-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-contributing-to-the-ongoing-conflict/
https://www.independent.co.ug/gold-laundering-capital/
https://www.independent.co.ug/gold-laundering-capital/
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/timber-smuggling-drc-through-uganda-rest-world
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://x.com/mkainerugaba/status/1936797794162901457?lang=en
https://x.com/mkainerugaba/status/1936797794162901457?lang=en
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\egmontinstitute.be\app\uploads\2025\06\Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_vFinal.pdf%3ftype=pdf
file:///C:\Users\katie\Downloads\available%20at%20https:\egmontinstitute.be\app\uploads\2025\06\Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_vFinal.pdf%3ftype=pdf
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.com/reports/general-muhoozi-in-kinshasa-authentic-joint-operations-or-disruption
https://www.africansecurityanalysis.com/reports/general-muhoozi-in-kinshasa-authentic-joint-operations-or-disruption
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/ugandas-gold-exports-surged-76-last-year-to-58-billion-2026-01-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/ugandas-gold-exports-surged-76-last-year-to-58-billion-2026-01-20/
https://www.updf.go.ug/operation-shujaa/updf-fardc-review-joint-operations-against-adf-in-eastern-drc/
https://www.updf.go.ug/operation-shujaa/updf-fardc-review-joint-operations-against-adf-in-eastern-drc/
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/focusing-on-m23-allows-adf-insurgents-to-expand-in-eastern-drc
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://acleddata.com/platform/explorer


43 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

accessed on April 15, 2026). 
	 Prosper Heri Ngorora, “Rebel Attacks in Eastern DRC Kill 20 and Hamper Ebola Response,” The Guardian, June 6, 

2026, available at: https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2026/jun/04/allied-democratic-forces-adf-rebel-
attacks-massacre-eastern-drc-ebola-response

	 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, “Africa Overview,” May 2026, available at: https://acleddata.com/update/africa-
overview-may-2026 

﻿167	 The Sentry interviews with FARDC officers and military intelligence and local researchers in eastern DRC, January 
2026. 

	 Amnesty International, “I’d Never Seen So Many Bodies: War Crimes by the Allied Democratic Forces in the Eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo,” May 2026, available at: https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/
Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-
of-Congo.pdf 

	 United Nations Security Council, “Midterm report of the Group of Experts,” S/2024/969, December 27, 2024, paras. 
12-14, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969

	 International Crisis Group, “Deadly Escalation by Ugandan ADF Rebels in Eastern DRC,” September 12, 2025, 
available at: https://www.crisisgroup.org/alr/africa/democratic-republic-congo/deadly-escalation-ugandan-adf-rebels-
eastern-drc

﻿168	 Amnesty International reports multiple cases of operatives and abductees being held at detention facilities in Uganda, 
instead of being heard by Congolese counterparts. See: 

	 Amnesty International, “I’d Never Seen So Many Bodies: War Crimes by the Allied Democratic Forces in the Eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo,” May 2026, pp. 8, 32, 40, and 58, available at: https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-
Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf

﻿169	 The Sentry interviews with four FARDC officers and military intelligence in eastern DRC, January 2026.
﻿170	 The Sentry interviews with FARDC officers, military intelligence, local researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC, 

January 2026. 
	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, para. 122, available at: https://

docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
﻿171	 The Sentry interviews with FARDC officers, military intelligence, United Nations, local and international researchers, 

and civil society in eastern DRC, January 2026.
	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, available at: https://docs.un.org/

en/s/2025/446
﻿172	 The Sentry interviews with military intelligence, local researchers, and civil society in eastern DRC and Uganda, 

January and February 2026. 
	 Kristof Titeca and Giovanni Salvaggio, “Understanding Uganda’s (Ambiguous) Actions in Eastern DRC,” Egmont paper 

134, June 2025, p. 12, available at: https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2025/06/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_
vFinal.pdf?type=pdf

	 Yale Ford and Liam Karr, “Uganda in the DRC’s M23 Conflict—Friend to All, Enemy to None,” Critical Threats, April 30, 
2025, available at: https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/africa-file-special-edition-uganda-in-the-drcs-m23-conflict-
friend-to-all-enemy-to-none 

﻿173	 As Commander of the Special Forces Command (SFC), Muhoozi is entrusted with the protection of Uganda’s critical 
national assets, including oil infrastructure on Lake Albert. See: 

	 Blanshe Musinguzi, “Museveni’s Elite Guard: Inside the Rise of Uganda’s Special Forces,” The Africa Report, May 26, 
2025, available at: https://www.theafricareport.com/384611/musevenis-elite-guard-inside-the-rise-of-ugandas-special-
forces/

	 United Nations Security Council, “Final report of the Group of Experts,” S/2025/446, paras. 61,139 and Annexes 33, 
61, available at: https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446

	 Andrew Bangala, “Muhoozi, Kagame Dismiss UN Experts’ Congo Report,” Daily Monitor, July 17, 2025, available at: 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2026/jun/04/allied-democratic-forces-adf-rebel-attacks-massacre-eastern-drc-ebola-response
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2026/jun/04/allied-democratic-forces-adf-rebel-attacks-massacre-eastern-drc-ebola-response
https://acleddata.com/update/africa-overview-may-2026
https://acleddata.com/update/africa-overview-may-2026
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://d.docs.live.net/6cba106542a5e6d9/Documents/Erin%20Mulligan%20Editing%20Business/Old%20Jobs/The%20Sentry/Jobs/2026/available%20at%20https:/docs.un.org/en/s/2024/969
https://www.crisisgroup.org/alr/africa/democratic-republic-congo/deadly-escalation-ugandan-adf-rebels-eastern-drc
https://www.crisisgroup.org/alr/africa/democratic-republic-congo/deadly-escalation-ugandan-adf-rebels-eastern-drc
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Id-Never-Seen-So-Many-Bodies-War-Crimes-by-the-Allied-Democratic-Forces-in-the-Eastern-Democratic-Republic-of-Congo.pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2025/06/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf
https://egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2025/06/Titeca_Salvaggio_Paper_134_vFinal.pdf?type=pdf
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/africa-file-special-edition-uganda-in-the-drcs-m23-conflict-friend-to-all-enemy-to-none
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/africa-file-special-edition-uganda-in-the-drcs-m23-conflict-friend-to-all-enemy-to-none
https://www.theafricareport.com/384611/musevenis-elite-guard-inside-the-rise-of-ugandas-special-forces/
https://www.theafricareport.com/384611/musevenis-elite-guard-inside-the-rise-of-ugandas-special-forces/
https://docs.un.org/en/s/2025/446
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/muhoozi-kagame-dismiss-un-experts-congo-report-5121300


44 GOLD-BACKED BRUTALITY
TheSentry.org

https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/muhoozi-kagame-dismiss-un-experts-congo-report-5121300
	 Reuters, “Uganda Military Chief Threatens to Attack Eastern Congo Town of Bunia,” February 15, 2025, available at: 

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/uganda-military-chief-threatens-attack-eastern-congo-town-bunia-2025-02-15 
	 Muhoozi Kainerugaba, X (Twitter) Post, April 2, 2026, available at: https://x.com/mkainerugaba/

status/2039650288022261815 (last accessed July 27, 2026).
	 Muhoozi Kainerugaba, X (Twitter) Post, August 13, 2025, available at: https://x.com/mkainerugaba/

status/1955604331522339153 (last accessed July 27, 2026).
	 Muhoozi Kainerugaba, X (Twitter) Post, April 12, 2025, available at: https://x.com/mkainerugaba/

status/1910944688711819556 (last accessed July 27, 2026).  
﻿174	 Previously, in an April 10, 2025, post on X, Muhoozi Kainerugaba exhorted the DRC to “remove the very toxic governor 

of Ituri Luboya.” See: 
	 Muhoozi Kainerugaba, X (Twitter) Post, April 10, 2025, available at: https:\\x.com\\mkainerugaba\\

status\\1910344917747925388 (last accessed July 27, 2026). 
﻿175	 The Sentry interviews with gold traders, civil society, and local researchers, January and February 2026. 
﻿176	 Almost all VDP factions in the Grand Nord, except some Nande groups from Kibirizi, sent troops to fight the M23 but 

maintained headquarters in their traditional strongholds. UPLC and FPP/AP preferred to send lightly equipped units 
and to keep their heavier, more valuable weapons behind while strengthening their presence in ADF areas, especially 
Mambasa and Lubero. See: 

	 Congo Research Group and Ebuteli, “Fighting Fire with Fire in Eastern Congo: The Wazalendo Phenomenon and 
the Outsourcing of Warfare,” May 2025, available at: https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-
72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf 

https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/muhoozi-kagame-dismiss-un-experts-congo-report-5121300
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/uganda-military-chief-threatens-attack-eastern-congo-town-bunia-2025-02-15
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/uganda-military-chief-threatens-attack-eastern-congo-town-bunia-2025-02-15
https://x.com/mkainerugaba/status/2039650288022261815
https://x.com/mkainerugaba/status/2039650288022261815
https://x.com/mkainerugaba/status/1955604331522339153
https://x.com/mkainerugaba/status/1955604331522339153
https://x.com/mkainerugaba/status/1910944688711819556
https://x.com/mkainerugaba/status/1910944688711819556
https://x.com/mkainerugaba/status/1910344917747925388
https://x.com/mkainerugaba/status/1910344917747925388
https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf
https://files.ebuteli.org/assets/05311f55-24d8-46c8-9516-72e2a4f3ac7a/report-crg-ebuteli-Fighting-fire-with-fire-in-eastern-congo-en.pdf

	Executive Summary
	ADF Command Structure, Force Composition, and Ideology
	Evolution of ADF Financing: From External Support to Domestic
Resource Mobilization
	ADF Relations with Other Armed Groups
	Uganda’s Ambiguous Operations in Eastern DRC
	Conclusion
	Annexes
	Endnotes



